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James Young elegance 


We never forget a face 


In 1904, Charles Rolls and Henry Royce started a company that changed the face of motoring. 
In 1919, a gentleman called Walter Owen Bentley did the same. 


Since 1946, generations of craftsmen and women at Crewe, England, have been proud to 
create the cars that bear the names of these two famous marques. 


Whatever the future holds, we promise you one thing on their behalf. Crewe Genuine Parts 
will continue to be made to the same standards and specifications as the original Rolls-Royce 


components.We have unmatched knowledge and experience of all cars ever built at Crewe. 


Times may change. Old models may be succeeded by new ones. But Crewe never forgets. 


To maintain the integrity of your Rolls-Royce, use Crewe Genuine Parts. 
Contact Bentley Sydney, your Authorised Crewe Genuine Dealership for 
further details. 


BENTLEY SYDNEY 


www.bentleysydney.com =< 
19 - 27 Regatta Road E CREWE = 
Five Dock, Sydney NSW 2046 a = 


GENUINE PARTS 


Australia 
Phone: 9744 5l I | MD 17855 


id W. O. Bentley. 
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Front Cover Picture: 

1967 Phantom V James Young touring limousine (SVFI57), owned by UK visitors Peter & Audrey 
Nightingale, Having seen, admired and photographed this exquisite motor car at a recent RRE.C. Annual 
Rally in England, your Editor found it slightly uncanny to be confronted by its considerable presence in the 
company of A.C.T. Branch cars in Canberra during the annual ‘Wheels’ day when the Centennial World Tour 
cars were passing through en route to the Praeclarum Rally in Melbourne. Photograph by the Editor. 


[A The Rolls-Royce badge is a trademark of Rolls-Royce Plc and is used by the Club under licence from Rolls-Royce Plc, Derby, England. 
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Errors 


Readers would have been baffled by 
the two uncaptioned pictures in my 
Editorial in the last issue. In my haste to 
get it to the printers before its lateness 
became too obvious, | failed to notice the 
disappearance of the captions, caused by 
a computer ‘glitch’, which nearly always 
means, including almost certainly in this 
case, that the operator (me) messed up. 
As though that wasn’t enough, there was 
another error attributable to the same 
cause. 

The purpose of the pictures with 
missing captions was to reinforce lan 
Irwin’s article in P.1-04 on Rolls-Royce 
look-alikes. The left-hand one was sent in 
by Eric Lang (N.S.W.) and shows his fam- 
ily’s Moon car, c.1924, complete with 
Rolls-Royce-shaped radiator, with his 
father and late brother Raymond, on the 
road to Jenolan Caves. Eric wrote that 
“the Moon was powered by a straight six 
cylinder Continental Red Seal engine and 
was equipped with four-wheel ‘Bendix’ hy- 
draulic brakes — very rare for that era”. 
And well in advance of a Silver Ghost. 

The other picture was sent by lan 
Irwin and shows a similar Moon, a 1924 
Model 640 Roadster owned by Ron 


i 


Seen at ‘Wheels’ in Canberra when the Centennial World Tour cars were passing through: our front cover 
car, Peter & Audrey Nightingale's !967 Phantom V James Young touring limousine (SVF157) from the U.K. 
This three-quarter rear view shows that the design number PV23 car has rear quarter-lights of a shape 
previously associated mainly with Hooper coachwork, as well as showing the matchless grace and elegance 
of James Young Ltd designer A.E McNeil's styling, which took full advantage of the Phantom V's very long 


(145") wheelbase. Photograph by the Editor. 


Thorp of Inverell, N.S.W. 

The other error was on p.4257, 
where the top picture does not show Jim 
Bannon’s Silver Ghost (36TM) as stated. 
Barrie Gillings had already correctly iden- 
tified the car for me, so how my original 
mis-identification crept back in is a 
mystery. The car nearest the camera is in 
fact 35TW, owned by Joe Wilson (Qld.). 

My apologies to all members affected 
by these errors. 


James Young Phantom V 


Our front cover car on this edition of 


PRAECLARUM represents the final 


Above: the two uncaptioned pictures from PRAECLARUM 2-04 (see Errors above). Below: 367M, Jim & 
Deegee Bannon's | 924 Silver Ghost Hooper tourer from Texas, seen at the ‘Praeclarum’ Rally in Melbourne 
and confused with Joe Wilson's 35TW in P2-4. Photograph by the Editor. 


coachbuilding work of James Young Ltd of 
Bromley, Kent (a south-eastern suburb of 
London). James Young was the last of the 
five major coachbuilders that survived 
World War II to remain in business out- 
side of the Rolls-Royce Ltd empire 
(Hooper and Freestone & Webb both 
ceased coachbuilding at the end of the 
1950s, while H.}. Mulliner and Park Ward 
were combined under Rolls-Royce Ltd 
ownership in 1961). 

When the huge (12’ |” wheelbase) 
Phantom V chassis was introduced in 
1959 James Young Ltd offered both 7- 
passenger limousine and touring limou- 
sine coachwork. Although both were 
extraordinarily elegant, it was undoubt- 
edly the closer-coupled touring limousine 
variant that took the prize (both figur- 
atively and actually as Coachwork 
Competition prizes were won at several 
motor shows). 5VFI57, our front cover 
car, is one of these. The coachbuilder’s 
design number was, at first, PV22. 
However, the final 20 or so were built to 
an amended design, PV23, with a 
Hooper-style rear quarter-lights. 5VF157 
represents this rare design. Interestingly, 
its chassis number falls between the two 
Australian government Phantom Vs, 
5VFI55 (now owned by Victoria Branch 
member fan Tonkin) and 5VFI59 (now 
owned by the Sir Henry Royce 
Foundation Australia). Note that only 
odd numbers were used in this series of 
chassis numbers. 
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The last 20 years 


| would like to conclude my 20 years 
as PRAECLARUM Editor by reviewing 
those two decades — not in terms of the 
magazine, as the changes are self-evident, 
but in the Rolls-Royce & Bentley world as 
a whole. 

In 1984, when the first edition of 
PRAECLARUM edited by me was pub- 
lished, the name of the Company had re- 
cently undergone a subtle change: from 
Rolls-Royce Motors Ltd to become 
Rolls-Royce Motor Cars Ltd. Not long 
before that, in 1980, the Company had 
merged with Vickers to become the 
biggest company within that group. The 
Silver Spirit, Silver Spur and Bentley 
Mulsanne had been introduced in Oct- 
ober 1980, and in 1984 were still quite 
novel. The range had recently been sup- 
plemented by the Bentley Mulsanne 
Turbo, which in turn was soon to be re- 
placed by the fabulous Turbo R. These 
developments in high performance mod- 
els reversed the trend away from the 
Bentley marque, which had seen Bentleys 
fall to such a minute percentage of total 
Crewe production that consideration 
had been given to abandoning the marque 
completely. In time, Bentleys reached, 
then comfortably exceeded, fifty per cent 
of total production. 

Amazingly, at that time the Phantom 
VI, the last Rolls-Royce car with a 
separate chassis, was still in production 
— if the word ‘production’ is appropriate 
for a mere handful of cars per year. By 
then the Phantom VI, including its chassis, 
was completely hand-built by the 
Mulliner Park Ward London coachbuild- 
ing division, although the engine and 
other mechanical items still came from 
Crewe. The Phantom VI engine contin- 
ued to have S.U. carburetters after the 
series production models changed over 
to petrol injection. 

In 1991 the Bentley marque received a 
further boost with the announcement of 
the Continental R, with the first new 
styling since 1980 and the first dedicated 
Bentley body shape since long before 
that. This sleek and elegant coupé was an 
instant success, but serious difficulties 
were just around the corner. The early 
90s recession (remember the one we 
“had to have”?) played havoc with sales, 
which had been at record levels immedi- 
ately before the recession started. 

It was at this point that the seeds of 
the future sale of the Company were 
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EVENTS CALENDAR 


Overseas, Federal, Branch & Register planned activities 


Activity : Contact: 

Overseas 

R.R.O.C. Annual Meet, Monterey, California 

Federal 

47th Annual Federal Rally, Canberra 
Australian Capital Territory 

General Meeting 

General Meeting 

Annual General Meeting 

Weekend in Wagga Wagga & Temora 

2004 Bush Bash - with the N.S.W. Branch 

New South Wales 


RR.OC. Inc. +1-717-697-4671 
Alastair Kinloch 02-6295-9017 


Alastair Kinloch 02-6295-9017 
Alastair Kinloch 02-6295-9017 
Martin Bennett 02-4829-7140 
Alastair Kinloch 02-6295-9017 
John Begg 02-9580-1666 


David Marshall-Martin 02-9567-3986 
Pattie Aiosa 02-9449-1485 
Kim Stapleton 02-9398-6949 
Malcolm Yell 02-4862-2683 
Jeanne Eve 02-9225-1310 
David Marshall-Martin 02-9567-3986 
Jeanne Eve 02-225-1310 
David Marshall-Martin 02-956 7-3986 
David Marshall-Martin 02-956 7-3986 
Annual Awards Dinner Robyn Henderson 02-9542-8401 
R-R Centenary Display - Sydney Motor Show David Marshall-Martin 02-9567-3986 
David Marshall-Martin 02-9567-3986 
John Begg 02-9580-1666 


Motorex 

Dineamics Lunch (Ladies only) 

Judges Training Session 

Green Valley BBQ & Judging Practice Session 
Annual General Meeting 

Eastern Creek - R-R Century Display 
General Meeting 

Concours - All British Day, Kings School 
General Meeting 


General Meeting 


2004 Bush Bash - with Interstate members 
Queensland 


Russell Leitch 07-3822-4675 
Wallace Moorhouse 07-3366-5043 
Wallace Moorhouse 07-3366-5043 


Branch Concours - Ormiston House 
All British Day 
Bush Bash with N.S.W. & A.C.T. Branches 
South Australia 
Carol Van der Pennen 08-8383-0393 
Keith Van der Pennen 08-8383-0393 
Ray Zeffert 08-8258-3370 
Ray Zeffert 08-8258-3370 
Henry Slater 08-8333-3761 


Presentation Dinner 

Annual General Meeting 

Run & Lunch 

Run & Lunch 

Weekend Trip - Riverland 
Victoria 

Louise Matthews 03-9792-3498 

Louise Matthews 03-9792-3498 

Louise Matthews 03-9792-3498 

Louise Matthews 03-9792-3498 

Louise Matthews 03-9792-3498 

Louise Matthews 03-9792-3498 

Louise Matthews 03-9792-3498 

Louise Matthews 03-9792-3498 


Monthly Meeting 

Darnham Music Village visit 
Monthly Meeting 

Hertiage Property Visit 
General Meeting 

Concours d'Elegance 
General Meeting 


Weekend in Winchelsea 

Western Australia 
Concessional Cars Inspection Day Roger Fry and Son 08-9397-7222 
Lynette Whyte 08-9257-1315 
Lynette Whyte 08-9257-1315 
Glenice Matthews 08-9384-9408 
Lynette Whyte 08-9257-1315 


Frits Verbunt 08-9374-0200 


President's Dinner 

R-R Body Club Walk 

Branch AGM 

R-R Body Club Walk 

Men's and Women's Technical Session 


Weekend Run to Bullsbrook and New Norcia 


Silver Wraith, Silver Dawn & Bentley Mk VI / R-type Register 


| October 1-4 


August 28-29 


Register Social Weekend John Harriman 03-9598-6702 


Silver Spirit, Bentley Mulsanne & Derivatives Register 


Register Social Weekend Anthony Kierce 03-5331-5025 


Photographs courtesy of Bentley Motors Ltd, Crewe. 
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The latest version of the Bentley Arnage has a re-styled frontal appearance featuring paired, round head- 
lamps and other changes that recall the previous model range (Turbo R, etc.). Not just a great looking car, 
but the last car made that can claim unbroken ancestry from the work of Sir Henry Royce. 


planted in the minds of the Vickers 
board. Four years later, with the assist- 
ance of Pininfarina in Italy, a convertible 
version of the Continental R was an- 
nounced. This was the first completely 
new convertible from the Company since 
1967. It was called Bentley Azure. 

Rumours had begun to circulate that a 
new range of cars was being planned and 
that, incredibly, the new cars would be 
powered by another maker’s engine. 
Another rumour, that the Company 
would be offered for sale, was at first 
consistently denied both by Rolls-Royce 
Motor Cars Ltd and its parent, Vickers. 
Both rumours came true within weeks of 
each other in mid-1998. The Rolls-Royce 
Silver Seraph was powered by a 5.4 litre 
BMW V-12 engine, and the early (‘Green 
Label’) version of the Bentley Arnage had 
a 4.4 litre BMW V-8. 

It was also strongly denied — indeed 
it was described as “impossible” — that 
the two marques would be sold to sep- 
arate buyers. What actually happened is 
now history. Rolls-Royce Motor Cars Ltd 
was sold to Volkswagen. Almost immedi- 
ately, Rolls-Royce Plc (the aero engine 
company and owner of the Rolls-Royce 
name and principal trademark) an- 
nounced that it intended transferring the 
rights to the name and trademark for car 
purposes to BMW, the unsuccessful bid- 
der for the car Company. This was to 
take effect from the end of 2002, to allow 
the original Company time to phase out 


Rolls-Royce production and, crucially, to 
allow BMW time to design and develop 
its Rolls-Royce car and to acquire or 
build a factory in which to construct it. 

The end result of all this is that the 
original Rolls-Royce Motor Cars Ltd built 
its last Rolls-Royce car in August 2002 
and was then renamed Bentley Motors 
Ltd. It is of course with that Company 
that all of the past Rolls-Royce car engin- 
eering design, history, heritage and 
archival material remains. The present 
Rolls-Royce Motor Cars Ltd is a new 
company, unrelated to the old one of the 
same name, and is a creation of BMW. It 
arranges the engineering and manufac- 
ture of its ‘Phantom’ in Germany for final 
assembly, painting and fitting out at its 
purpose-built plant near Goodwood in 
south-east England. 

My prediction of six years ago in these 
pages, that the sale of the Company to 
another car maker would lead to the two 
marques taking on the characteristics of 
the owning company’s mainstream prod- 
ucts — a prediction that was denied and 
even ridiculed at the time — has proved 
completely accurate in both cases. The 
Phantom, being built by a new company 
with no access to past Rolls-Royce car 
engineering, is of necessity made largely 
from components sourced from BMW's 
German plants, some of them shared 
with other BMW products. At the same 
time, it can scarcely be denied that the 
Bentley Continental GT comes largely 
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from the VW/Audi group’s German 
plants — even the body styling displays 
an unmistakable family resemblance to 
the parent group’s other cars. 

| hasten to add that there is not the 
slightest suggestion here that German 
motor car engineering is of anything less 
than the very highest standard, particu- 
larly that which characterises the latest 
Rolls-Royce and Bentley motor cars — 
indeed it would be silly to make any such 
suggestion. The point being made is that 
it is not Rolls-Royce engineering, which is 
now all but extinct (see left). 

So, over the 20 years since | took up 
the Editorship of PRAECLARUM, every- 
thing in the world of Rolls-Royce and 
Bentley motor cars has changed, and 
changed more dramatically than anybody 
could have predicted. To my mind it is a 
terrible shame that corporate machin- 
ations brought about the split of two 
marques that had seemed inseparable 
since 1931, and indeed brought about the 
separation of the Rolls-Royce marque 
from the Company that had made it since 
the opening of the Derby factory in 1908 
(until then, Rolls-Royce cars were built 
by Royce Ltd in Manchester). 

We have now celebrated 100 years 
since the Hon. C.S. Rolls was introduced 
to Mr Royce at Manchester’s Midland 
Hotel — an event that led directly to the 
agreement to build cars called Rolls- 
Royce and later to the formation of 
Rolls-Royce Ltd. Many of us feel that we 
have ample cause to yearn for what might 
and could have been. Nevertheless, we 
have more centenaries to be celebrated 
in the future. 


PRAECLARUM — the future 


With this edition | bid PRAECLARUM 
a fond farewell as its Editor and look for- 
ward to the simple pleasure of receiving 
the next edition in the mail. ‘Fare well’ it 
most certainly will in the hands of our 
new Editor, David Neely, who is imple- 
menting some further innovations. 
| record here my grateful thanks to all 
who have supported their Club by sup- 
porting their Club magazine over the past 
twenty-and-a-half years with fine articles, 
pictures and other contributions. It is you 
who have made the magazine what it is 
today. With your continuing support, 
PRAECLARUM’s continuing growth and 
development over the next twenty years 
is assured. 
Martin Bennett, 
Retiring Editor 
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AL PRESIDENT 


Retiring Editor 

I want to dedicate this Federal 
President’s Report to our retiring 
PRAECLARUM Editor Martin Bennett. 
This is Martin’s last issue after nearly 
twenty-one years of dedicated and 
faithful service to our Club. Initially he 
accepted the position for twelve 
months. He has solely produced the 
magazine, looked after the total con- 
tent. supervised all the articles and 
photographs, and arranged all the 
advertising and dealt with the print- 
ers. This has been a monumental task 
and we have seen the magazine grow 
in size and stature from the black and 
white issues to the attractive colour 
editions which we receive every sec- 
ond month. The quality, size and style 
of the magazine he has produced over 
two decades are a great credit to him 
and I and the Club members and the 
many readers thank him for all his 
hard work in producing this world 
class magazine. His contribution to 
the Club has been outstanding. 

I thought the last 
PRAECLARUM, our Federal Rally 
issue, was a stunning success. As well 


issue of 


as a credit to our Editor, I want to 
thank John Begg and all his team who 
contributed the 
Calendar’. This new regular feature 
hopefully will encourage members to 
visit their sister Branches for meet- 


new ‘Events 


ings or outings, when travelling inter- 
state, and as a consequence continue 
the great camaraderie that we have at 
the Federal Rallies, through the whole 
year! 


Important celebrations 


Club members have recently cele- 
brated two important dates. The first 
is the centenary of the running of the 
first Royce car on the road. This jour- 
ney occurred on the April Ist 1904 
and was from the factory of Royce Ltd 
in Cooke Street. Manchester to 
Royce’s home, ‘Brae Cottage’ in 
Knutsford, some 15 miles away. The 
N.S.W. Branch of our Club always cel- 
ebrates this event annually, usually 
on the nearest Sunday to April 1st, 
with their ‘Commemoration Run’. This 
is the only group, that I am aware of, 
in the world to do this regularly. This 
year a most successful run occurred 


on the actual date one hundred years 
later on the April lst 2004. The 
importance of this historical run of the 
first Royce car should never be lost. I 
see that in the U.K. a run organised by 
the Rolls-Royce Enthusiasts’ Club 
occurred this year from about the site 
of the Royce Ltd. factory (now demol- 
ished) to Royce’s home ‘Brae Cottage’ 
in ‘fashionable’ Legh Road, Knutsford. 

I was delighted to see that three 
hundred and seventy eight 
Australians toasted Manchester, at a 
co-ordinated time across Australia, 
during an enjoyable lunch in each city 
on May 4th 2004. A lot of effort went 
into arranging these lunches to pay 
tribute to the historic meeting of 
Royce and Rolls, with Edmunds the 
intermediary. I would like to thank 
Branch Presidents and organisers for 
arranging these highly successful 
functions. Club members and friends 
joined in these celebrations in 
Brisbane, Sydney, Canberra, Mel- 
bourne, Hobart, Adelaide and Perth. 
From all reports each lunch was mem- 
orable and a fitting tribute to the his- 
toric meeting and a fitting finale to cap 
our centenary celebrations. 


Royal Doulton plate 


There are still a few specially com- 
missioned Royal Doulton plates avail- 
able to act as a lasting souvenir of this 
meeting. It is possible that this is the 
last specially commissioned plate to 
be made by Royal Doulton in the 
United Kingdom as they are moving 
their production to Indonesia and 
closing their U.K. factory. (Any mem- 
ber still wanting a plate can write or 
e-mail me at the address in the front 
of PRAECLARUY). 


Innovation 


It is always a plus to see a company 
being innovative, and in our case the 
two companies using the name Rolls- 
Royce. The new Rolls-Royce Trent 900 
aero engine will power the new 
double-decker 550-passenger A380 
Airbus. This engine will join a long list 
of distinguished Rolls-Royce aero 
engines going back to 1915 with the 
first Eagle aircraft engine. And on the 
road, Rolls-Royce Motor Cars Ltd, to 
commemorate-the meeting of Royce 


and Rolls, has released an ‘experi- 
mental’ vehicle in the form of a con- 
vertible tourer 1OOEX, powered by a 
9-litre V-16 engine. This vehicle will 
be on show at the Sydney Motor Show 
later this year together with a stun- 
ning two-tone version of the new 
Rolls-Royce Phantom. Both vehicles 
something to look forward to! The 
Sydney Rolls-Royce dealer Trivett 
Classic, and in particular Bevin 
Clayton, who has been especially act- 
ive in the last month, sold four new 
cars. I enjoyed a stimulating test drive 
of the new Rolls-Royce Phantom, and 
as one would expect it is exceptionally 
quiet, all powerful and complete with 
many unique features. The large size 
of the vehicle is not apparent from the 
driver’s seat, however from the rear 
seat the glorious sight of the Spirit of 
Ecstasy on the bonnet appears to be 
an abnormal distance away! On the 
day we did not ask the price, so does 
this mean we could afford it? 


Centennial Tour continues 


Now that the ‘Praeclarum Rally’ 
and our part in the Centennial World 
Tour is successfully behind us, and 
the other important centenary dates 
have been celebrated here in 
Australia, we can again return to nor- 
mal club activities and our valuable 
Register functions. We can also watch 
with interest the activities in the 
Northern Hemisphere as they com- 
plete their sections of the Centennial 
World Tour. A number of our members 
are attending these functions in the 
United Kingdom and/or the United 
States and we look forward to reading 
reports and seeing photographs in 


PRAECLARUM. 


Club Trophies 


At the last Federal Council meeting 
it was decided to present the Federal 
Perpetual Trophies to the concours 
winners at the Formal Dinner, but 
hold on to the trophies and display 
them in a permanent secure location. 
The winners would be presented with 
a small trophy to keep. At a meeting I 
had recently with the Trustees of The 
Sir Henry Royce Foundation to 


Continued p.4319 
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1905 10 hp. 20162 from the Science Museum (London) in the Carriage Court of the Midland Hotel, On 
the far right is the recent terracotta memorial to the meeting of Rolls and Royce 


The Centenary Celebrations in Manchester 


BY TOM CLARKE (UK.) 


The Author has been a major contributor to 
PRAECLARUM over many years. Living in sub- 
urban Manchester, he was able to report on the 
events there on May 4th and the following day, 


Three days were devoted to cele- 
brating various aspects of Rolls-Royce 
over the last 100 years. Monday May 
3rd was a drive from the Crewe factory 
(now Bentley) to the house Royce 
occupied in Knutsford, not far from 
Manchester, from 1898 to 1908. The 
owner opened his house and large 
garden so that we could inspect many 
features from Royce’s time there such 
as the rockery for arresting any un- 
braked car, the gas generator build- 
ing, and the garden layout itself. As 
most participants were staying at the 
Midland Hotel in Manchester there 
were many dinner parties there that 
night. 

Tuesday May 4th began and largely 
remained wet, typically Manchester 
weather though rain and hail on an 
early summer’s day is not actually 
typical here. At 10.30 a.m. the unveil- 
ing took place in Hulme of a memorial 
to Royce's Manchester days. This large 


4 May 2004 


stone with a bronze plaque on one 
side outlining the history, and a red 
plaque on the other side to Royce him- 
self, was arranged by Rolls-Royce 
Group ple and unveiled by Councillor 
Audrey Jones, J.P., Lord Mayor of 
Manchester accompanied by Sir Ralph 
Robins, former chairman of Rolls- 
Royce ple. The stone is situated in the 
small park that now occupies the area 


around Royce's old factory. At last this 
holiest of holies is commemorated. 
The first four of 100 trees were also 
planted, the first by Dr Michael 
Pritchard, great-grandson of Henry 
Edmunds who introduced Rolls to 
Royce. The remaining 96 trees will be 
planted at Rolls-Royce sites around 
Britain and the world. 

With the short ceremony over most 


The 2nd Royce engine and gearbox from the Manchester Museum of Science and Industry on display in 
the Midland Hotel lobby. 
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went to the nearby Midland Hotel for a 
press conference with Sir Ralph and 
others went to the Central Library 
next door to see a centennial exhibi- 
tion organised by David Higginson of 
the Manchester Literary and Philo- 
sophical Society. At the hotel the area 
behind, facing the GMEX centre 
(formerly the Great Central Railway 
station), was given over to 
Manchester-made Rolls-Royce cars 
and two significant R-R aero engines 
— the 1915 V-12 Eagle and the latest 
Trent engine. The cars were 1905 
10 h.p. 20162 from the Science 
Museum, London; 1905 15 h.p. 26330 
formerly with the Royal Scottish 
Automobile Club; 1905 20 h.p. 26350 
owned by John Kennedy; 1907 10 h.p. 
20165 owned by Bentley Motors: 1907 
Silver Ghost 60551 owned by Bentley 
Motors; 1907 Silver Ghost 60577 
owned by Graham Mead; and 1908 
Silver Ghost 60712 (almost the last 
car made in Manchester) also owned 
by Graham Mead. All looked superb 
and braved the wet weather to make a 
drive past later in the day. 

With the guests gathered inside the 
celebrations began with champagne in 
the Grill Room where, it is believed, 
the three men dined in 1904. At 12.45 
we had a toast to the meeting, part of 
the worldwide wave shared around 
the world at precisely the same time. 
Mike Evans from the R-R Heritage 
Trust, who organised the day, had 
managed to invite descendants of all 
the families involved in the early days, 
quite an achievement. Lord Montagu, 
whose father opened the Derby facto- 
ry in 1908, was there and families 
linked to the mascot, Royce, Rolls, 
Claude Johnson, A. H. Briggs (who 
saved the 1906 flotation), Edmunds, 
Claremont, and Hives, etc. were also 
present. The luncheon itself was in 
the ballroom where the gift of In the 
Beginning 2nd edition awaited us. 
Several toasts and presentations were 
made, none too lengthy, from the 
Rolls-Royce side, from BMW, and the 
new Goodwood plant. Sir Ralph 
Robins gave an inspiring view of Rolls- 
Royce as it is now, a giant in aero 
engine manufacture and increasingly 
in marine propulsion as well. Inter- 
estingly, the company’s celebration 
was made under the banner ‘100 
Years of Innovation’. This is certainly 
true of all Rolls-Royce aeronautical 


a 


latest Phantom. 


work from the very beginning al- 
though we associate a much more 
cautious approach to the company’s 
cars. 

All too soon the sumptuous lun- 
cheon was over, though it was four 
o'clock, and we all reassembied at the 


The Lancaster bomber over the Midland Hotel. 
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The scene at the back of the Midland Hotel showing the Rolls-Royce aero engines, the early cars, and the 
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rear to see the flypast of a single 
wartime Lancaster bomber (Merlin 
engines were made in Manchester 
during the war). What an evocative 
sight, and what a lovely sound. A mov- 
ing end to the day. 

On Wednesday May 5th guests 
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The Lord Mayor of Manchester, Councillor Audrey Jones |.P, unveiling 
the commemorative plaque. Sir Ralph Robins on the left, 


Below left: the bronze plaque in Hulme park and (bottom left) the 
plaque to Royce on the reverse side of the stone. 


Below: Californians Peter & Bonnie Lind, who were in the forefront of 
co-ordinating the Centennial World events, in front of a Trent engine in 
the Rolls-Royce Group pic Learning and Development Centre in Derby. 


park, Manchester. Sir Ralph Robins looks on. 
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made their way to Derby, 70 miles 
south-east, and the R-R Learning and 
Development Centre. This impressive 
new building also houses the Heritage 
Trust’s collection of engines, both 
from R-R and some of its early com- 
petitors, a really magnificent display 
and a must for visitors. After a light 
luncheon R-R ple laid on coaches to 
take groups to their modern factories 
around Derby and the original 1908 
site. It didn't take long for us to fall be- 
hind as we gazed in amazement at the 
huge Trent assembly line, and the 
quite incredible modern techniques 
for making the turbine blades. The 
test beds are almost space age. 
Everywhere it was clear that Rolls- 
Royce was serious about clean and 
bright working conditions, team build- 
ing, and best use of all the facilities. 
They have weathered the post-9/11 
environment and are set to remain in 
the big league for a long time to come. 

But for me the last visit, to the 
Nightingale Road works, was the most 
inspiring. Here is where the early work 
was done with the giants Royce, 
Wormald, Hives and so many others 


The bust to Hives in the Marble Hall. 


Memonal window at the Derby factory to wartime pilots, opened in 1949. 


creating the success we were celebrat- 
ing. The 1912 Commercial Block with 
its 1930s Marble Hall (containing the 
Memorial Window and busts of Royce, 
Rolls, Johnson, and Hives), the exter- 
ior memorial to Johnson with the in- 
scription by Rudyard Kipling, the 
early buildings designed by Royce, 
were all wonderful to see though the 
factory is now surrounded by down at 
heel housing and its fate after 2005 is * : 
far from clear. I was lucky enough to p ie il = 
visit Royce’s home near Derby later LM 
that day and to get an impression of . 

his life near Derby from 1908 to 1912. 
Rolls-Royce Group ple are to be con- 
gratulated for celebrating their cent- 
enary in the manner one somehow 
expects, by regarding us all as family. 
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B251SP going back together following its repaint. The elegant lines of the Bentley R-type standard steel saloon are apparent here. The 
task of extending the Mk V's tail and providing a lift-up boot lid fell to Chief stylist John Blatchley. 


The Bentley and the Twenty 


Part Il (continued from PRAECLARUM 1-04) 


BY JOHN FLOCKART (TAS) 


As the years rolled on, and the 
miles piled up, it was impossible to ig- 
nore that time was running out for my 
favourite motor. Indeed it was telling 
me. The message was coming loud 
and clear when I was involved in a ca- 
reer change. This meant we had to 
move house from Burnie to Hobart, 
meaning from one end of the island to 
the other. Upheaval enough, but then 
the career move fouled up. It eventu- 
ally worked out, but it took twelve 
months. This created family and fin- 
ancial difficulties. I had a job in one 
place and a home in another. The 
Bentley was now running on five and 
a half compressions and found itself 
doing a round trip of 500 miles on 
every second weekend. I was caught 
between the proverbial rock and a 
hard place. Towing a large trailer on 
most of these occasions hardly helped 
the Bentley. I simply kept on buying 
petrol and oil, one gallon for each 500- 
mile trip, and hoped the Bentley 
would continue while the need lasted. 
Well it did what it could, but after 
13,000 demanding miles pieces of 
broken piston ring hammering be- 
tween the head and piston crown 


brought the Bentley’s run to an end. 

So this brings us back to where we 
started, the big overhaul. On consid- 
eration I do not think I could describe 
fully the whole process. J don't think I 
could remember all the details. They 
say a picture is worth a thousand 
words, so I will simply outline what 
was done and let the photographs tell 
the rest. 

The starting point was the engine. 
This after all was the source of the 
nasty noises. So off with the head, 
quite a job on its own and the subject 
of a separate article published in the 
R.R.E.C. Bulletin many years ago. 
Dismantling showed one piston with 
badly chopped-up ring lands and 
masses of short little piston ring 
pieces embedded in the carbon on the 
piston crown. Everything otherwise 
looked in reasonable shape, so one 
new piston and a set of new piston 
rings plus new big end bearing shells 
seemed the order of the day. First 
problem was finding new pistons. 
They were only available in sets of six 
40 thou. and 60 thou. oversize. With a 
great deal of willing help from Hobart 
machine shops I found I could have 
the damaged piston reclaimed and re- 
machined to original size. A very satis- 
factory outcome. 


The gearbox had to be removed 
next to give access to the very dodgy 
clutch. I knew it was sick from its feel 
and the screaming spigot bearing. 
Strangely, despite this, it had always 
worked well. It is, as the manual says, 
just possible to dismantle the clutch 
with the engine still in the car. After 
the desperate struggle the pieces I 
dragged up on to the bench were a 
sight for sore eyes. Too much oil fed 
from the one shot system. The burnt 
and scored surfaces decided me that 
on re-assembly the clutch would have 
its own separate oiling system. After 
re-machining and replacement of 
many parts I was pleased at the way it 
all went together again. Looking at the 
gearbox since I am frequently amazed 
that I removed and replaced it single- 
handedly. 

From here I moved to the rear axle. 
The unit can conveniently be removed 
in three pieces. Support the centre dif- 
ferential section, releasing the nuts 
holding the half shaft tubes, this al- 
lows the two tubes to be removed in 
turn, leaving the centre piece clear to 
be withdrawn last. The differential 
unit I sent to the Rolls-Royce agents in 
Melbourne for overhaul; it needed 
specialist attention. 

This left the springs with their rust- 
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car! 


ed shackle pins and bushes, disinte- 
grating gaiters and rusting leaves. The 
mess cleaned up finally but it was a 
filthy job, dust, dirt, sweat and a vast 
amount of bad language. I used up 
two grinding wheels in the electric 
drill cleaning up the leaves, but was 
pleased with the result. I found clean 
new oil from the one shot system in 
the centre drillings of the shackle pins 
but none where it was needed. The 
rusty mess was appalling. I decided 
never again, and changed these units 
to grease lubrication. Maybe a tedious 
maintenance chore, but visually sure 
and certain. 

Beyond this basic outline, the story 
of ‘The House that Jack Built’ intrudes 
at every point. A typical example of 
what I mean is this: I released the 
steering column from its mounts to 
enable the steering box to be posi- 
tioned alongside the engine, so that 
the cross shaft oil seal could be re- 
placed. In doing so I found the brack- 
et supporting the top of the column 
behind the dashboard to be broken. 
To remove the bracket for welding 
necessitated removing the dashboard. 
Once the dashboard was out just 
imagine what else was revealed need- 
ing attention? It goes on and on. 

I found this project both interesting 
and challenging. More than on other 
jobs there was the need to make up 
numerous little special pullers and 
item-specific tools. My Father’s an- 
cient lathe was much in demand for 


The start of the big respray: on the left, down to bare metal of which there was, thankfully, plenty 
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producing many brass fittings and 
mild steel parts no longer readily 
available. I recall at one stage making 
four or five 5BA cheese-headed screws 
— like so many things, no longer ob- 
tainable commercially. I have been 
sometimes asked why go to all this 
trouble. On a chassis of this quality 
you feel, or I do, duty bound to do the 
best work you can. To me it is totally 
rewarding to see the various sections 
coming together, each one a job of 
which to be proud. Currently people 
speak of a restoration, but I don’t look 
upon my work on the Bentley as such. 
A big rebuild certainly, but the back- 
ground dream of a full body off 
restoration in every sense is elusive, I 
had to compromise. As it is the job 
has already taken long enough. 

The final little drama, which rather 


very little rust. { didn't know so many bits could come off a 


well illustrates how time can run away 
on you, was when the Bentley started 
to disappear through the shed floor. 
My workshop is best described as a 
recycled farm building. It is very old, 
and of wooden construction, gradual- 
ly subsiding into the ground. The 
wooden floor on which the Bentley 
had stood, by then, for nearly twenty 
years became too weak between the 
floor bearers to take the weight. One 
day I spotted from the other side of the 
shed that the car appeared to be sit- 
ting at an odd angle. I dismissed this 
as having been viewed across the shed 
from an unusual position. Two days 
later the car still seemed at a drunken 
angle. Investigation showed the floor 
board beneath the left hand rear 
spring. which had been supporting 
the car on a sizable block of wood, had 


The R-type rear axle ready to go back. Worth a photo as it will never again look as smart as this! 


The R-type’s cylinder head removed, showing head puller positioned over rocker cover studs. 


broken in two taking with it, to below 
floor level, the broken pieces and the 
block of wood. The collapse must have 
been gradual as the brake drum was 
resting on the edge of the next floor- 
board which was looking none too 
happy. The reason for the problem 
was easy to see. For years the car had 
stood without wheels, supported on 
jack stands and solid wood blocks. 
Fortuitously each support point was 
over a substantial floor joist. The need 
arose to change the rear support base 
to beneath the springs so the propeller 
shaft could be reconnected. It was 
great fun then to run the engine and 
push the revs up with the transmis- 
sion engaged. Quiet and as smooth as 
silk. At one stage the speedo reached 
95. Well we paid for our fun. Once res- 
cued and on four wheels I rushed out 
to buy several hardwood 6 x 1 planks. 


The R-type gearbox back in place. The rear ex- 
tension supports the engine and gearbox on a rub- 
ber mounting held on a small cross-member. The 
pressed steel cross-piece (arrowed) controls torque 
reaction and vibration through the rubber blocks at 
each end, the right-hand one of which can be seen. 
The rod extending rearwards is the fore-and-aft 
stabiliser, also rubber mounted at each end. 


These, worked beneath the wheels, 
made the situation safe. 

Well I thought so. Some weeks later 
the time came to back the car out 
through the shed door and on to the 
ramps and thus to the ground. A 
tricky operation in a very confined 
space. I was in the driving seat and 
my son David was guiding me and try- 
ing to be in six places at once. Edging 
through the doorway I felt the left- 
hand side go sinking downwards, so 
did my heart. Another broken board. 
With the rear of the car through the 
doorway there would be no way of 
jacking to rescue the sunken rear 
wheel. Mind-boggling. 

O.K., time for rough measures. 
Let’s see if the Bentley can rescue it- 
self. I slipped into first gear, revved a 
little and let in the clutch, stalling the 
engine twice, then with the next try 
more revs. With amazing ease the 
wheel lifted straight out. Such relief, 
my fear was the wheel might just spin. 
The problem was that in moving back 
the tyre had moved one of the planks 
sideways. Easily fixed and the move 
outwards then went smoothly. 

Returned to the great outdoors, I 
was dismayed to find once properly 
washed down, the paintwork was a 
mess. I had budgeted for a complete 
interior re-trim, but not a repaint. One 
friend suggested why worry, it looks 
presentable, just drive and enjoy. I 
couldn’t, in my imagination I could 
feel every rain drop soaking down the 
myriad of hairline cracks in the paint 
and rusting the bright sheet steel be- 
neath. So my wife and I had a careful 
look at our investment portfolio. 
Capitalising on a poor performing 
stock boosted the Bentley rebuild 
fund enough to allow both trimming 
and painting to be done. It seemed 
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The 39 studs — | counted ‘em — apologies to 
John Buchan. 


anyway a better investment. 

Shopping around I found a Hobart 
firm with the facilities to tackle the 
considerable task ahead, and a well 
established reputation for high quali- 
ty. I took a deep breath, accepted an 
enormous quote, and asked them to 
go ahead. From the manager down 
tremendous enthusiasm was shown 
for the job. Some weeks later the 
Bentley emerged looking simply mag- 
nificent. A few more weeks in the trim- 
mer’s shop saw the job finished, I was 
delighted and a little awestruck. I did 
say finished but there many little bits 
and pieces left to do. In the wild en- 
thusiasm to have the car on the road 
again they just got left behind. 

Will I use the Bentley again for 
everyday motoring? No. It is now too 
much of a collector’s item and attracts 
rather more attention than I really 
like. Even filling up with petrol draws 
an audience. And I have to admit after 
all those years away | am somewhat 
intimidated by the sheer size of the 
Bentley, especially on the narrow 
roads around here. But once behind 
the wheel it is very addictive, oh yes, 
the old magic is still there. Rolls-Royce 
motoring, it is wonderful. It has now 
covered 1,100 miles — not much in 
two years, but a good proving time, 
and everything is settling down nicely. 
I choose the times I take the Bentley 
out carefully, I don’t want the under- 
sides coated in mud again before I 


3-04 


have finished working on the car. 

Would I do it all again? Well, I no 
longer have the strength and enthusi- 
asm of earlier years so I should be 
able to say very firmly: NO. But I think 
the madness persists. This drives all 
old car buffs. It is to an extent a ne- 
cessity as with anything R-R you do 
the work yourself, supposing you have 
the skills, to ensure it is done proper- 
ly. Otherwise you need to amass pots 
of money to have the work done by an 
accredited R-R workshop. Sounds 
good? They say any excuse is better 
than none. But it doesn’t take away 
the madness. 

Buried in the back of the shed cov- 
ered in a few old dustsheets, bric-a- 
brac, some pieces of timber, roofing 
iron, and generally neglected, lies the 
Rolls-Royce Twenty. My son David has 
recently been looking at it and sug- 
gesting where it might be moved to in 
the shed so work can be done on it. 
More recently, “Will the Rolls start 
Dad?”. Only one way to find out of 
course. Then came crunch time. We 
removed lots of rubbish including the 
long dead bodies of two rats and 
ended up seeing the battery box and 
the shed floor between the exposed 
chassis rails. Now can we find a bat- 
tery to stand in that box which can be 
reached by those very short leads? 
Got it right second try, but those grot- 
ty terminal pieces — scrape with a file 
and see if they pass any current. 
David was standing on the floor along- 
side the prop shaft, I was kneeling on 
the front seat and leaning over the 
back. I reached behind me and 
thumped the horn button. We both al- 
most took off. Next step was to turn 
myself on the seat and get a foot on 
the starter pedal. “Whaar, whaar.” 
great stuff, try again with the ignition 
switched on. O.K first setback. No ig- 
nition. First thought was to run a 
points file between the contacts. Still 
nothing. Checking connections and 
circuits showed no faults, so back to 
the distributor. This time we removed 
the contact points for a proper look. 
We should have done this first time 
up. No way was any current going to 
pass through this way. So, chase 
round the shelves for the spares box. 
This came up trumps, a new unused 
set of contact breaker points. Bingo. 
Next step fill the radiator and watch 
for the flood of water over the floor. No 


Multi-purpose special puller in use removing the R-type’s drop-arm (‘pendulum lever’ in R-R parlance even 
this late) from the steering box to allow replacement of oi! seal — steering box unbolted from the chassis 
and raised to a suitable position for overhaul. 


drama, just a weep from the top radi- 
ator hose. 

Things were looking promising, so 
some petrol in the tank was followed 
by a bowl full of lighter fluid in the 
carburetter, and let the action begin. 
David and I tried for about an hour 
but the hoped-for action was reluctant 
to come. Churning on the starter pro- 
duced ragged firing, but the engine 
refused to pick up and run. Dis- 
appointed we retired for lunch. Later 
in the day we tried again with no bet- 
ter luck. We decided on one last try 
before giving up, and what changed I 
have no idea. David called out “Take 
your foot off the starter, we’re running,” 
and so we were. Not very well, but 
still. The firing was uneven and to 
keep the engine running we had spray 
lighter fluid into the air intake almost 
continuously. Finally, as the engine 
warmed, the running cleared and the 


Rear spring leaves cleaned, with the ridges ground out. Ready for re-assembly. 


revs picked up. With hindsight I think 
the Autovac was feeding through 
dregs of 30-year-old fuel, which is 
about as combustible as lighting 
kerosene. 

With proper petrol the engine 
warmed through and despite the poor 
state of engine tune ran remarkably 
smoothly with an almost total lack of 
mechanical clatter. We ran the engine 
for the best part of an hour, found the 
temperature gauge to be working and 
the water circulation perfect. We stop- 
ped the engine a number times and 
each time obtained an immediate re- 
start. We established that the main jet 
in the carburetter is well and truly 
blocked yet David and I were well 
pleased with the day. So, are we going 
to leave it at that? No, on to step two, 
a carburetter clean and new battery 
terminals. Quoting, I think from James 
Bond, “never say never again”. a 
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Photographs courtesy of Bentley Motors Ltd, Crewe. 


The Comiche was the mainstay of Mulliner Park Ward production in London. This example is a Comiche Ill, introduced in | 990. 


A Career in the Coachbuilding Trade 


BY RICHARD MANN (U.K.) 


Your accomplished Editor, Martin, 
called one evening to ask why I had 
made no mention of the codename for 
the transfer of Corniche IV and 
build 
Mulliner Park Ward in London to 


Touring Limousine from 
Crewe, which was ‘Project Alexandra’. 
Whilst in many R-R car projects code- 
names such as ‘Tibet’ and ‘Siam’ were 
applied, in this case the project was 
named after the local football team — 
Crewe Alexandra. 

Crewe had, presumably, set a bud- 


Part 15 (concluding) 


Project Alexandra’ 


get for ‘Alex’ as we knew it at MPW 
and it would be interesting to know 
how the budget compared with the 
actual cost. From the contracts that 
were initially given, the cost of wages, 
transport and hotel accommodation 
could be calculated. What would not 
have been so easy was to estimate the 
cost of up-dating the hood latching 
mechanism and the operating soft- 
ware and also to improve the hoodwell 
drainage on the 67 MPW-built cars 
that remained unsold at Crewe. An- 
other factor was that despite taking 
precautions, damage is always likely 
when working on finished. painted 


cars. 
Having seen our French friends off 
on Sunday it was back to usual — 
picking up Brian Baigent (BWB) at 
6.00 a.m. on Monday for an unevent- 
ful journey to Crewe. As mentioned in 
the previous part of this series, there 
was nothing much to report, BWB 
continued to update the Corniche List 
Of Parts (LOPs) whilst Alan Keable 
(AEK) and myself continued to ferry 
cars and parts around the Crewe site. 
One morning AEK's wife called to 
say the offer of a job had arrived in the 
post. The offer came from a company 
near to AEK’s home in Belvedere, 
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Kent, where he would be employed in 
their toolroom. AEK was well qualified 
for this position as he was employed 
in MPW’s toolroom before joining 
Quality. For a couple of days AEK 
asked BWB and myself for advice. 
Athough the money was not particu- 
larly good. we recommended it would 
be wise to accept. AEK would then 
have a ‘normal’ occupation where he 
would both commute and see his fam- 
ily daily. Although leaving before the 
end of his contract, it had been agreed 
with R-R that MPW colleagues would 
receive their full redundancy entitle- 
ment. 

With AEK gone there were only five 
MPW people left — BWB, John Harvey 
(JH) the MPW Toolroom Foreman, his 
son Chris (CH) Touring Limousine 
Project Engineer, Colin Bowles (CB) a 
trimmer, and myself. We all stayed to 
the end of 1992. There were three 
other MPW people who had perma- 
nent contracts — Chris Bryant (CRB) 
now a Project Manager and two others 
in the paint shop. 

By June most of the MPW-built 
Corniche IV cars had been delivered 
and Crewe-built cars were now almost 
ready to be released to Sales. 
September arrived and we were off to 
France again for two weeks to under- 
take some refurbishment on our cot- 
tage. 

As usual on our return from holi- 
day BWB and I set off to Crewe, arriv- 
ing a bit later than usual — there had 
been a couple of minor accidents on 
the M6. We entered the site and 
walked through the various assembly 
halls it was quiet — too quiet — as we 
made our way to our base in what had 
been the New Model Centre (where the 
first Continental R cars were assem- 
bled). 

It transpired that to further reduce 
overheads, the Company had made it 
more attractive to employees of 50 
years of age or over to apply for volun- 
tary redundancy and some 500 people 
had left the week before. Although the 
redundancy payments would not be 
affected, it meant that a 50-year-old 
colleague would receive a pension as if 
they were 55 years of age, i.e. 5 years 
longer service. These revised terms 
would read across to the MPW staff — 
good news. 

That very morning I was sum- 
moned to CRB’s office and, typical of 
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him, he asked “How’s things, Dick — 
how was the holiday?” (I was known 
as Dick). “I've got a little job for you to 
do for me. You remember the special 
Ming Blue Corniche IV VIN 40029 we 
built at MPW for a Japanese customer 
with almost every extra? — well we are 
going to produce another 24 similar 
cars and name them ‘Anniversary’ 
Corniche”. (This model will be the sub- 
ject of a future article.) 

Because of the travelling, the MPW 
people worked four long days and had 
Friday off. I now had to even more dri- 
ving around the Crewe factory site on 
Monday mornings to locate the cars 
since AEK’s departure. Each car’s sta- 
tus was reported to CRB on a daily 
basis and, if there were any problems, 
it was down to me to get them sorted 
— should I need assistance the very 
mention that I worked directly with 
CRB opened almost every door. On the 
rare occasion when someone doubted 
my actions they called CRB for verif- 
ication and then offered every assist- 
ance. 

Working at Crewe for a year gave us 
an insight into how our colleagues op- 
erated, which was less flexibly than at 
MPW but this would change very 
shortly as new working practices were 
to be introduced. 


The Closure of Mulliner Park Ward 
The Rolls-Royce management de- 
cided to close MPW for financial rea- 
sons only. Many at MPW believed that 
R-R’s then Chief Executive, Peter 


Ward (Wrd), had little time for the 
Company’s London Division. There is 
no doubt that he and other members 
of R-R’s management team (and previ- 
ous R-R management) were more than 
happy to exploit the ‘Cinderella’ 
Corniche and Phantom VI models, 
displayed as they were on so much 
Company promotional material to- 
gether with illustrations of MPW’s 
skilled craftsmen carrying out their 
various trades. Indeed it was a known 
ploy (especially in North America) to 
display a Corniche with it’s hood fold- 
ed and the doors open to show off the 
bespoke interior in order to attract 
potential customers into the show- 
rooms — should a Corniche not prove- 
quite suitable, the dealer might well 
achieve the sale of a standard (Crewe) 
four-door model. 

Lest we forget, the Corniche IV ori- 
gins go right back to the Silver 
Shadow of 1965, the bodies being 
built on modified Silver Shadow 
underframes. The two-door Saloon (or 
fixed head coupé) was announced in 
1966, the Convertible or drophead 
coupé version arriving in 1967. In 
1971 they acquired their own model 
name: Corniche. Some thirty years 
later the last Corniche IV was built 
and even now they attract attention — 
testimony to the superb styling of 
John Blatchley (JPB) and his team. 
Crewe’s Engineering Department got 
the initial Shadow underframe/body 
just right and, although the under- 
frame and running gear went through 


Corniche Ii! interior showing the restyled facia with light-coloured wood inlay or ‘stringing’ between the main 
veneers and the cross-banded edges, providing a visual treat for driver and passengers. This model was 
often used by the Company and its dealers to attract customers who might then buy a four-door model. 


many modifications, many of the 
underframe pressings continued to be 
utilised in the two-door models until 
early 2003 — nearly 40 years in pro- 
duction! (Another item which was de- 
signed just right was the venerable 
V-8 engine — 45 years in production 
this August). 

By the middle of 1992 only the 
lower floor of the Hythe Road Service 
Centre — which had been designed 
and built specifically to maintain 
Rolls-Royce and Bentley cars and 
opened just prior to World War 2 — 
was occupied by Rolls-Royce, the 
upper two being empty. By now 
named Mulliner Coachworks, pre- 
sumably to isolate the costs of run- 
ning the site, build of the Corniche 
and Touring Limousine bodies contin- 
ued for a few years. Your Editor had 
seen Mulliner Park Ward in full pro- 
duction a couple of years before and 
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appeared shocked to see its much 
reduced state in 1992. 

Just the transport of the Corniche 
bodies in their various states of com- 
pletion must have been expensive 
even though it was undertaken using 
Company drivers and vehicles. To 
take a North American Corniche as an 
example, the underframe would be de- 
livered from Cowley, MPW would build 
the body which would be taken to 
Crewe to be base-coated, undersealed 
and, with the body wiring and mech- 
anical components fitted, would be 
returned to MPW. After painting, trim- 
ming and road testing the completed 
car would return to Crewe for onward 
shipment. In total the underframe to 
completed car in its various stages 
had covered 600 miles! 
Certainly the lorries and transporters 
could carry four bodies/cars but the 
fuel, labour, vehicle maintenance and 


some 


The Comiche IV incorporated a number of improvements including a heated glass rear window (backlight). 
Initially intended to be built at MPW in London, ‘Project Alexandra’ transferred build to Crewe. 
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overnight accommodation for the driv- 
ers must have cost a lot of money. 

Wages at MPW were considerably 
more than at Crewe due to London’s 
higher cost of living. The manufactur- 
ing costs were also higher due to high- 
er rates levied on businesses in 
London and, as many of MPW’s sup- 
pliers were in the Midlands, their 
prices had to cover transportation 
costs. 

By the early 1990s the sale of four- 
door cars was in decline, especially to 
the all-important North American 
market and Rolls-Royce Motor Cars 
was in big trouble financially. I believe 
it is fair to say that His Royal 
Highness The Sultan of Brunei was 
the saviour of Rolls-Royce Motor Cars 
— purchasing as he did so many mod- 
els of R-R and Bentley cars. Whilst 
some of his cars were fairly standard 
such as the all-black four-door cars 
supplied as transport for guests at a 
wedding (the guests were presented 
with the cars afterwards), others were 
very special. The developement costs 
alone to produce his four-wheel drive 
and estate cars must have been enor- 
mous but, acting on the Sultan’s be- 
half, his brother would usually order 
six cars at a time! 

Unfortunately, money from the 
Sultan’s purchases was not enough to 
save MPW. The London Service Centre 
which was located about two miles 
from MPW in School Road, North 
Acton was another casualty, Rolls- 
Royce entering into an agreement with 
one of their main dealers to run this 
operation. 

Perhaps the biggest shock of all 
was the closure of the London 
Showrooms at 14 & 15 Conduit 
Street, surely a Mecca for all Rolls- 
Royce enthusiasts, its history going 
back to the very early days of the 
Company and indeed before that to 
C.S. Rolls & Co., with it's oak-panelled 
walls and marbled floor. Angela and | 
have fond memories of driving your 
Editor and his lovely wife, Manuela, to 
this magnificient building in 1995 for 
the launch of Martin’s classic book, 
Rolls-Royce & Bentley: The Crewe 
Years. Present, in addition to John 
Haynes, the book’s publisher, were 
Crewe’s new Chief Executive Chris 
Woodwark, the Company’s London 
chauffeur Tom Murphy and my 
‘Quality’ colleague Peter Goodall {PG} 
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and a goodly crowd of Company and 
Club people. Although Martin knew he 
would be expected sign “a few” copies, 
all told he must have signed 70 - 80 
copies for the Company on that night 
alone, as they intended presenting 
them to favoured customers on deliv- 
ery of their new cars. 

We had an enjoyable time and were 
well looked after by the ever courteous 
Conduit Street staff, leaving quite late 
with some of us, perhaps, a little tipsy, 
Manuela describing the canapes as 
“can o’peas” — really one can’t take 
some people anywhere! On the way 
home Martin suggested that we “grab 
a fish & chip supper to round the 
evening off’, which it did very nicely. 

It is thirty years since | joined the 
then H.J. Mulliner, Park Ward Ltd — 
later to become simply Mulliner Park 
Ward — and, like the vast majority of 
my colleages, enjoyed working there. 
Of course there were worrying times 
like the 16-week strike at the old 
Willesden factory (the old Park Ward 
site) wondering if or when it would 
end. 

In 1980 the whole London Division 
operations, comprising Corniche and 
Phantom VI production together with 
the Service operation, had moved to 
Hythe Road with both new and refur- 
bished buildings on both sides of the 
road. With the new facilities Corniche 
production was increased by nearly 
50%. Just two years later the luxury 
car market collapsed, especially in the 
American markets, leaving many R-R 
cars unsold, mostly four-door cars. 
The Service side would then move to 
new, smaller, premises nearby. The 
MPW side would move into the vacat- 
ed Service building and there were to 
be many hundreds of jobs made re- 
dundant. 

History repeated itself when, in 
1990, many cars remained unsold. In 
1991-92 around six hundred jobs 
were made redundant at MPW, not 
forgetting the much greater number of 
people who lost their jobs at Crewe. 

If the more recent separating of the 
Rolls-Royce and Bentley marques and 
selling off of parts of their heritage to 
foreign interests were thought to be 
sacrilegious, it was about material 
matters and history. The human 
casualties were the workforce with 
their various trades who lost their 
livelihoods. of 
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re reese 
Production of the Rolls-Royce Touring Limousine body continued at Mulliner Park Ward even after MPW 
was much reduced in the early 1990s. Finishing and interior work, however, were transferred to Crewe. 


x - 5 “ i 


Photographs courtesy of Bentley Motors Ltd, Crewe. 


PRAECLARVM 


1938 25/30 hyp., chassis GZR4. The H,). Mulliner sedanca de ville coachwork is clearly a scaled down version of that which was built on the Phantom Ill chassis, 
an example being Queensland Branch member Martin Glynn's 3DL146 which has appeared on the front covers of both PRAECLARUM and Chassis Plate. 


Is this the lowest-mileage pre-war 
Rolls-Royce in the world? 


BY IAN MCKENZIE (S.A.) 


Your Editor met lan McKenzie at the recent 
Federal Rally in Melbourne and pursued this 
article after leaming about his 25/30's cond- 
ition and apparent amazingly low mileage. 


Early in January 1938 GZR4 the 
4th car of the last series of 25/30s 
was conceived. January 16th 1938 
saw the fitting of springs to the 
chassis, its destiny for a 11 cwt body 
now set. January 29th 1938 saw the 
radiator made. 

C. Wright (I hope so) tests the 
chassis for the first time on March 8th 
1938 before a JLE gave it its final test 
on March 25th 1938. Despatched by 
rail, GZR4 made its way to the 
Chiswick Works of H.J. Mulliner & Co. 
on April 2nd 1938. Their body number 
4499 was fitted, painted Black and 


Dark Burgundy Red with Oatmeal 
cloth rear plus Black round leather to 
front. 

GZR4 came off test May 23rd 1938. 

In July 1938 C.W.T. Radmall Esq. 
of 46 Montague Square, London W.1 
paid Jack Barclay Ltd £1,100 for the 
chassis with a 20% discount. He paid 
a further £273 for accessories, taking 
delivery on July 16th 1938. 

He had the clock serviced in 1944. 

Mrs F. Wrey took ownership on 
January 13th 1950, probably being 
responsible for the tail brake lights. 
She resided at 2 Mansfield Street, 
London W.1, not far from Radmall. 

Harold Finlay J.P. of Cliff Farm 
Tokaora, New Zealand took posses- 
sion on March Ist 1963 (it carries New 
Zealand tyres in unworn condition). 
The gearbox oil was probably changed 
about now, but they obviously left the 


differential oil (I was to find out). 

Briefly in the hands of a Hogan of 
Auckland, GZR4 made its way to 
Singapore in the hands of a Mr Cole of 
Hallmark Greeting Cards fame. The 
rear cloth was replaced about now 
with beige West of England cloth, this 
time moths look like the culprits. 

The leather is still perfect, just old. 
The car was used on a few rallies be- 
fore Mr Cole retired the car and a 
much travelled Bentley he used, to a 
Perth museum, I imagine to escape 
Singapore's weather, the plated sur- 
faces showing the signs. 

Now good things come from bad so 
when the liability insurance crisis hit, 
the museum was forced to close and 
now is now no more. Mr Cole no 
longer needing his cars, and his fami- 
ly not interested the cars, they are 
sold. 
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Mal Richardson, a Perth resident 
and Club member with a passion for a 
pre-war Bentley, after many months 
of negotiations is finally given the go- 
ahead to buy the Bentley. But alas 
GZR4 is to be included. So in for a 
penny he now has two cars, GZR4’s 
got to go, luckily he’s encouraged to 
sell locally so an advertisement is 
placed in PRAECLARUM. 

Mal sent me some photos and I 
asked when it was restored. He replied 
‘I don’t think it has been. The milage 
shows 2,700 and looks it like the car 
has done little work”. I raced to Perth. 
The car is coming home. 

I spent three months with the lights 
on all night just looking and pinching 
myself. Not even dreams are this good. 
The current mileage at 3,500 cannot 
be verified. However, what can be said 
is that the car has had very, very little 
road use. The state of its mechanical 
condition is unbelievably good. Every 
leather gaiter is in as-new condition. 
The door locks look like they have 
never been used, the driver’s seat 
hardly ever sat in. The brake shoes 
look like out of the box, new. There is 
little evidence to show the car has 
been in the sun or rain, ever. It drives 
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like new, everything tight. The only 
thing I’ve found is the radiator hose 
and clamps, and the silencer have 
been changed, as well as, of course, 
spark plug leads. 

The original U.K. number plate was 
still on the car and I have now man- 
aged to get that number registered in 
South Australia, so the car will soon 
regain the look it had when first grac- 
ing the streets of London 66 years ago. 

The only challenge now is the bal- 
ance between the enjoyment and ben- 
efit of use against the preservation of 
a piece of history, a time capsule of 
human achievement never to be repli- 
cated. They have even made the paint 
illegal now, for some of the things we 
now enjoy were paid for by the crafts- 
men whose work practices actually 
killed them, slowly over their lives 
poisoned by lead, asbestos, silicosis 
and so forth. 

It's with honour and respect for 
these people that we preserve the cars 
we all love and enjoy. ri 


Photographs from Alan & Marie 
Pearce, Editors of the South 
Australian Branch journal 
Southern Spirit 


With the apparent mileage from new to date being only about 3,500, GZR4 must be a strong contender 
for the title of the lowest-mileage pre-war Rolls-Royce in the world, Regardless of whether or not that is 
the case, if you are carrying out a restoration on a car of around the same period you could do no better 
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Overlander 
March 24th-30th, 2005 


There will be an Overlander preced- 
ing the 2005 Federal Rally hosted by the 
A.C.T. Branch and held in Canberra. 
Unfortunately it will have to run over the 
Easter Weekend since Easter falls on 
March 25th-28th in 2005 so the organis- 
ation will have to be well in advance. 

At this stage it is proposed to start in 
Goulburn on Thursday March 24th 2005, 
the day before Good Friday. This is to 
allow for a leisurely trip with arrival in 
Canberra on the evening of Wednesday 
March 30th so that members can attend 
Technical Sessions and other planned 
activities on Thursday and Friday. 

There will be two nights in Jindabine, 
which is 270 km. from Goulburn, then 
two nights in Albury/Wodonga (240 km. 
from Jindabine), two nights in Tumut, 270 
km. from Wodonga, which leaves a 206 
km. trip to arrive in Canberra on 
Wednesday evening. It is hoped that the 
shorter distances and the two-night stops 
will encourage the drivers of some of the 
older cars to join us and also allow for 
more socialising which is the essential 
ingredient of Overlanders. 

Mark your diaries now for both the 
Overlander and the Federal Rally! 


Robyn Henderson 


ans 
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Rolls-Royce 2 Bentley car companies 


BY THE EDITOR 


Royce Ltd 

Built three Royce 10 h.p. cars in 
1904 then, following the agreement 
with C.S. Rolls & Co. and the subse- 
quent formation of Rolls-Royce Ltd, 
built all Rolls-Royce cars prior to the 
opening of the Derby factory of Rolls- 
Royce Ltd. | 


Rolls-Royce Ltd a 

Formed March 15th 1906. Built 
Rolls-Royce chassis at its Derby fac- 
tory, opened July 1908. 


Rolls-Royce Motors Ltd 

When Rolls-Royce Ltd went into 
receivership in 1971, the Car Division 
was renamed Rolls-Royce Motors 
Ltd and was subsequently floated asa 
separate Company. Used the Rolls- 
Royce name and principal trademark 
under licence to Rolls-Royce (1971) 
Ltd, as the previous Aero Engine 
Division was now called. 


Rolls-Royce Motor Cars Ltd 

Following the 1980 merger of Rolls- 
Royce Motors Ltd and Vickers, the 
former Company was renamed Rolls- 
Royce Motor Cars Ltd. 


| 


Rolls-Royce & Bentley Motor Cars Ltd 

Following the 1998 acquisition of 
Rolls-Royce Motor Cars Ltd by 
Volkswagen, the former Company was 
renamed Rolls-Royce & Bentley 
Motor Cars Ltd. 


| 


Bentley Motors Ltd 

In 2002, after building its last 
Rolls-Royce car, and prior to the rights 
to the Rolls-Royce name and principle 
trademark passing from Rolls-Royce 
& Bentley Motor Cars Ltd to BMW, 
the Company was renamed Bentley 
Motors Ltd. 


-_ 


C.S. Rolls & Co. 

Agreed to sell the entire motor car 
output of Royce Ltd under the name 
‘Rolls-Royce’. Absorbed into the new 
Company when Rolls-Royce Ltd was 
created. 


Rolls-Royce Inc. 

Built Rolls-Royce Silver Ghost and 
Phantom I chassis at its Springfield, 
Massachusetts, U.S.A. factory from 
1921 to 1931. 


Bentley Motors (1931) Ltd 

Subsidiary formed following the 
1931 acquisition of Bentley Motors 
Ltd by Rolls-Royce Ltd. This comp- 
any did not actually build motor cars, 
but provided an appropriate interface 
between the Rolls-Royce Ltd and iis 
Bentley customers. Bentley cars were 
built in Rolls-Royce Ltd’s Derby and, 
after World War II, Crewe factories, 
alongside their Rolls-Royce counter- 
parts, by the same employees. 


! :— 


Above: Rolls-Royce Silver Cloud and Bentley S$ 
Series standard saloons at an early stage of con- 
struction, both on the same build line at the Crewe 
factory of Rolls-Royce Ltd, Motor Car Division, 
C1959. 


H.J. Mulliner, Park Ward Ltd 

A Rolls-Royce Ltd subsidiary cre- 
ated by combining Park Ward & Co. 
(acquired before World War 2) and 
H.J. Mulliner & Co. (acquired 1959). 
Based in London. Later named simply 
Mulliner Park Ward. 


me: 


The Pym's Lane office block at the Crewe factory 
of Rolls-Royce Ltd, 1963. 


Rolls-Royce Motor Cars Ltd 
(Goodwood) 
A BMW subsidiary, renamed at the 
of 2002, 
‘Phantom’ cars at the purpose-built 


end which assembles 


Goodwood assembly plant, from 
engineered by 
sourced from BMW in Germany. 


components and 
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YEAR 


1904 
1904-07 
1905-06 
1905-06 
1905-07 

1906 
1907-18 
1920-25 
1921-26 
1922-29 
1925-29 
1926-3] 
1929-36 
1929-35 
1933-36 
1936-38 
1936-39 
1936-39 
1938-39 

1939 
1946-52 
1947-53 
1951-59 
1949-55 
1952-55 
1952-55 
1950-56 
1955-59 
1957-59 
1955-59 
1955-59 
1957-59 
1959-62 
1959-62 
1959-62 
1959-62 
1959-62 
1959-68 
1962-66 
1962-65 
1962-65 
1962-66 
1962-65 
1965-77 
1967-77 
1965-77 
1968-77 


ROLLS-ROYCE and BENTLEY 
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Milestones, numbers produced, survivals 


MODEL 


Royce 10 h.p. 2-cylinder 

10 h.p. 2-cylinder 

15 h.p. 3-cylinder 

20 h.p. 4-cylinder 

30 h.p. 6-cylinder 

V-8 ‘Legalimit’ 

40/50 h.p. Silver Ghost (total 
40/50 h.p. Silver Ghost 6,173) 
Springfield Silver Ghost 
Twenty 

New Phantom (Phantom 1) 
Springfield Phantom | 

20/25 h.p. 

Phantom II 

Bentley 3'/2 Litre 

25/30 hp. 

Phantom III 

Bentley 4'/s Litre 

Wraith 

Bentley Mk V 

Bentley Mk VI 

Silver Wraith 

Silver Wraith - long wheelbase 
Silver Dawn 

Bentley R-type 

Bentley R-type Continental 
Phantom IV 

Silver Cloud 

Silver Cloud - long wheelbase 
Bentley S 

Bentley S Continental 

Bentley S - long wheelbase 
Silver Cloud II 

Silver Cloud II - jong wheelbase 
Bentley $2 

Bentley $2 Continental 

Bentley S2 - long wheelbase 
Phantom V 

Silver Cloud Ill 

Silver Cloud Ill - long wheelbase 
Bentley S3 

Bentley S3 Continental 

Bentley $3 - long wheelbase 
Silver Shadow 

Silver Shadow - long wheelbase 
Bentley T 

Bentley T - long wheelbase 


BY MARK BABIDGE (W.A.) 


Number Estimated 
produced survived 
3 Engine/gearbox 
17 3 
6 | 
40 3 
37 | 
3 
2,805 285 
3,368 580 
1,703 326 
2,940 1,021 
2,212 658 
1,241 357 
3,827 1,825 
1,768 812 
1,191 830 
1,240 550 
727 628 
1,233 910 
492 370 
14 6 
5,202 2,600 
1,244 688 
639 384 
76\ 410 
2,322 1,400 
208 169 
18 14 
2,238 1,460 
122 80 
3,072 1,995 
431 345 
35 28 
2,418 1,650 
299 250 
1,863 1,230 
388 310 
57 46 
516 440 
2,556 1,920 
254 180 
1,286 950 
311 250 
32 30 
16,717 15,200 
2,776 2,500 
1,703 1,540 
9 6 


Estimated 
% survived 


17.6% 
16.7% 
7.5% 
2.7% 
some parts 
10.2% 
17.2% 
19.1% 
34.7% 
29.7% 
28.8% 
47.7% 
45.9% 
69.7% 
44.4% 
86.4% 
73.8% 
75.2% 
42.9% 
50.0% 
55.3% 
60.1% 
53.9% 
60.3% 
81.3% 
77.8% 
65.2% 
65.6% 
64.9% 
80.0% 
80.0% 
68.2% 
83.6% 
66.0% 
79.9% 
80.7% 
85.3% 
75.1% 
70.9% 
73.9% 
80.4% 
93.8% 
90.9% 
90.1% 
90.4% 
66.7% 


% of total cars 
produced 
0.00% 
0.01% 
0.01% 
0.03% 
0.03% 
0.00% 
2.19% 
2.63% 
1.33% 
2.30% 
1.73% 
0.97% 
2.99% 
1.38% 
0.93% 
0.97% 
0.57% 
1.10% 
0.44% 
0.01% 
4.64% 
1.11% 
0.57% 
0.68% 
2.07% 
0.19% 
0.02% 
2.00% 
0.11% 
2.74% 
0.38% 
0.03% 
2.16% 
0.27% 
1.66% 
0.35% 
0.05% 
0.46% 
2.28% 
0.23% 
1.15% 
0.28% 
0.03% 
14.92% 
2.48% 
1.52% 
0.01% 


% total of 
cars left 


0.004% 
0.001% 
0.004% 
0.001% 


0.344% 
0.700% 
0.394% 
1.233% 
0.794% 
0.431% 
2.203% 
0.980% 
1.002% 
0.664% 
0.758% 
1.099% 
0.447% 
0.007% 
3.139% 
0.831% 
0.464% 
0.495% 
1.690% 
0.204% 
0.017% 
1.763% 
0.097% 
2.408% 
0.417% 
0.034% 
1.992% 
0.302% 
1.485% 
0.374% 
0.056% 
0.531% 
2.318% 
0.217% 
1.147% 
0.302% 
0.036% 
18.350% 
3.018% 
1.859% 
0.007% 


YEAR 


1966-68 
1966-7] 
1967-71 
1966-68 
1966-7] 
1967-7] 
1968 
1968-9 | 
1971-81 
1971-87 
1971-8} 
1971-84 
1975-86 
1985 
1977-80 
1977-80 
1977-80 
1977-80 
1980-89 
1980-89 
1980-87 
1980-87 
1980-87 
1982-85 
1982-85 
1984-94 
1985-98 
1985-98 
1984-93 


1985 


1985 
1985 
1989 
1987-89 
1987-93 
1987-93 
1989-93 
1989-93 
199| 
1990-92 
1990-93 


1991-94 
1991- 
1992-98 
1992-98 
1992 
1993-94 
1993-98 
1994-95 
1994-96 


MODEL 


Silver Shadow James Young two-door 


Silver Shadow HJM,PW two-door 
Silver Shadow HJM,PW drophead 
Bentley T James Young two-door 
Bentley T HJM,PW two-door 
Bentley T HJM,PW drophead 
Bentley T Pininfarina two-door 
Phantom Vi 

Corniche two-door Saloon 
Corniche Convertible 

Bentley Corniche two-door Saloon 
Bentley Corniche Convertible 
Camargue 

Bentley Camargue 

Silver Shadow Il 

Silver Wraith II 

Bentley T2 

Bentley T2 - long wheelbase 
Silver Spirit 

Silver Spur 

Bentley Mulsanne 

Bentley Mulsanne - long wheelbase 
Bentley Mulsanne - limousine 
Bentley Mulsanne Turbo 


Bentley Mulsanne Turbo - long wheelbase 


Bentley Continental convertible 
Bentley Turbo R 

Bentley Turbo R - long wheelbase 
Bentley Eight 


100,000th Rolls-Royce car built 
(includes Rolls-Royce-built Bentley cars) 


Silver Spur Centenary 

Silver Spur Centenary replica 
Anniversary Corniche 

Corniche I! 

Bentley Mulsanne S 

Bentley Mulsanne S - long wheelbase 
Silver Spirit 1 

Silver Spur II 

Silver Spur I] Mulliner Park Ward 
Corniche III 

Silver Spur II Limousine (14” stretch) 
Silver Spur II Limousine (36” stretch) 
Silver Spur II Limousine (42” stretch) 
Touring Limousine 

Bentley Continental R 

Bentley Brooklands 

Bentley Brooklands - long wheelbase 
Bentley Continental Turbo 

Corniche IV 

Flying Spur 

Corniche S 

Silver Spirit III 
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Number Estimated 
produced survived 
35 30 
57| 530 
504 470 
15 14 
98 90 
4l 38 
1 | 
374 340 
1,108 1,050 
1,938 1,840 
63 60 
77 62 
530 500 
| | 
8,425 8,000 
2,135 2,030 
558 530 
10 8 
8,126 7,885 
6,240 6,080 
482 465 
47 45 
2 2 
496 490 
24 22 
42\| 416 
4,115 4,095 
930 925 
1,734 1,725 
| | 
25 25 
25 25 
1,226 1,210 
905 902 
61 61 
1,152 1,140 
1,658 1,640 
7I 7\ 
452 447 
| | 
16 15 
84 83 
99 98 
1,260 1,259 
1,423 1,420 
199 197 
3 3 
170 154 
133 133 
25 25 
379 377 


Estimated 
% survived 


85.7% 
92.8% 
93.3% 
93.3% 
91.8% 
92.7% 
100.0% 
90.9% 
94.8% 
94.9% 
95.2% 
80.5% 
94.3% 
100.0% 
95.0% 
95.1% 
95.0% 
80.0% 
97% 
97.4% 
96.5% 
95.7% 
100.0% 
98.8% 
91.7% 
98.8% 
99.5% 
99.5% 
99.5% 


100.0% 
100.0% 
100.0% 
98.7% 
99.7% 
100.0% 
99.0% 
98.9% 
100.0% 
98.9% 
100.0% 
93.8% 
98.8% 
99.0% 
99.9% 
99.8% 
99.0% 
100.0% 
90.6% 
100.0% 
100.0% 
99.5% 
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% of total cars 
produced 


0.03% 
0.51% 
0.45% 
0.01% 
0.09% 
0.04% 
0.001% 
0.33% 
0.99% 
1.73% 
0.06% 
0.07% 
0.47% 
0.001% 
7.52% 
1.90% 
0.50% 
0.01% 
7.25% 
5.57% 
0.43% 
0.04% 
0.001% 
0.44% 
0.02% 
0.38% 
3.67% 
0.83% 
1.55% 


0.001% 
0.02% 
0.02% 
1.09% 
0.81% 
0.05% 
1.03% 
1.48% 
0.06% 
0.40% 

0.001% 
0.01% 
0.07% 
0.09% 
1.12% 
1.27% 
0.18% 

0.001% 
0.15% 
0.12% 
0.02% 
0.34% 


% total of 
cars left 


0.036% 
0.640% 
0.567% 
0.017% 
0.109% 
0.046% 
0.001% 
0.410% 
1.268% 
2.221% 
0.072% 
0.075% 
0.604% 
0.001% 
9.658% 
2.451% 
0.540% 
0.010% 
9.519% 
7.340% 
0.561% 
0.054% 
0.002% 
0.592% 
0.027% 
0.502% 
4.994% 
1.117% 
2.083% 


0.001% 
0.030% 
0.030% 
1,461% 
1.089% 
0.074% 
1.376% 
1.980% 
0.086% 
0.540% 
0.001% 
0.018% 
0.100% 
0.118% 
1.520% 
1.714% 
0.238% 
0.004% 
0.186% 
0.161% 
0.030% 
0.455% 
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YEAR MODEL Number Estimated Estimated %oftotalcars % total of 
produced survived % survived produced cars left 
1994-96 Silver Spur III 1,192 1,190 99.8% 1.06% 1.437% 
1994-96 Bentley Turbo S 60 60 100.0% 0.05% 0.072% 
1994-96 Bentley Continental S 18 18 100.0% 0.02% 0.022% 
1994-98 Silver Dawn 237 237 100.0% 0.21% 0.286% 
1995- Bentley Azure 650 649 99.8% 0.58% 0.784% 
1996-98 Silver Spur - light-pressure turbo 361 36! 100.0% 0.32% 0.436% 
1996- Bentley Continental T 220 220 100.0% 0.20% 0.266% 
1996-98 Silver Spur with division 36 36 100.0% 0.03% 0.043% 
1996-98 Park Ward limousine 70 70 100.0% 0.06% 0.085% 
1997-98 Bentley Turbo RT - long wheelbase 246 243 98.8% 0.22% 0.293% 
1997-98 Bentley Turbo RT Mulliner | | 100.0% 0.001% 0.001% 
1997-98 Bentley Turbo RT Mulliner - long w’base 49 49 100.0% 0.04% 0.059% 
1997-98 Bentley Brooklands R 98 98 100.0% 0.09% 0.118% 
1998-2002 Silver Seraph 2,815 2,805 99.6% 2.18% 3.140% 
1998-2000 Bentley Arnage (Green Label) 480 479 99.8% 0.43% 0.578% 
1999- Bentley Continental SC 5 5 100.0% 0.001% 0.006% 
2000- = Bentley Arnage Birkin 54 54 100.0% 0.05% 0.065% 
2000- Bentley Arnage (Red Label) 350* 350 100.0% 0.31% 0.423% 
200! Jubilee Bentley limousine | l 100.0% 0.001% 0.001% 
2002- Bentley Arnage T 355* 355 100.0% 0.32% 0.429% 
2002 _—‘Last-of-line’ Corniche 50 50 100.0% 0.04% 0.060% 
TOTAL PRODUCTION: 134,601 
TOTAL SURVIVING: 105,044 78.01% 
NOTES 


* Because the Bentley Arnage is a current production model, production figures are unavailable and would be far higher than the 
figures quoted here. 

Bentley Turbo R and Turbo RT precise figures may vary since models such as Turbo RT Olympia are counted in general R or RT 
figures. 

Survivals are on a ‘best guess’ basis. 

Sources: Australian press; Modern Motor; Queste, Spring 1995; An Australian Rolls-Royce - !2HG by Bryan Inder; The Edwardian Rolls-Royce 
by Fasal, Goodman & Clarke; Rolls-Royce and Bentley the Crewe Years by Martin Bennett; The Kidnap of the Flying Lady by Richard Feast; 
Company articles; lan Rimmer’s data; R.R.E.C., R.R.O.C. Inc. and R.R.O.C. of A. membership records. 


ANNUAL PRODUCTION SINCE 1980 


1980 3,203 1986 2,968 1992 1,244 1998 =. 2, 105 
198] 3,205 1987 2,747 1993 1,264 1999 1,449 
1982 2,436 1988 2,969 1994 1,414 2000 1,861 
1983 1,551 1989 3,254 1995 1,556 200 | 1,580 
1984 2,238 1990 3,274 1996 1,744 2002 1,483 
1985 2,551 199] 1,620 1997 1.918 


Of the cars produced from 1992 only 26.5% were Rolls-Royce, leaving some 73.5% Bentley. 
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THE Autocar, 27 JUNE 1958 


By Appoincment to 
Her Majesty The Queen 
Motor Cer Manofecturers 

Rolls-Royce Limited 


THE BEST CAR IN THE WORLD 


PRAECLARVM 


Roils-Royce Silver Cloud advertisement © Bentley Motors Ltd, Crewe. 


Rolls-Royce used Connolly Brothers’ hide almost exclusively throughout the post-war penod, This craftsman, surrounded by Connolly hides and their lovely fragrance, 
is cutting a hide with an electric tool, to go into a fine interior such as we see in the right-hand photo (showing a c.1953 Silver Dawn or Bentley R-type). 


To Make a Short Story Long 


From the Trimming Bench 


BY GRAHAM PATTERSON (S.A.) 


Southern Spirit Editors Alan & 
Marie Pearce require leather for their 
1952 Silver Dawn. The original Dark 
Red (VM3186) was discontinued 
approximately 35 years ago and a 
similar later colour (A893) has also 
been discontinued. 

The closest match I found was a 
leather of Scottish origin but it had a 
‘pink’ overtone that would not have 
been acceptable in their car. Also, I 
have never trimmed a Rolls-Royce in 
anything but Connolly hide and I 
don’t intend changing now! 

In the last year or so there has been 
all sorts of speculation regarding 
Connolly Leather. I have had the 
opportunity of speaking to Ben 
Connolly, who now resides in Stirling, 
S.A., to get the facts. 

The increase in the volume re- 
quired to keep up with automotive 
manufacturers’ need for more leather 
was putting the factory under pres- 
sure to produce a greater number of 
hides. It takes time to produce fine 
leather; it does not ‘pop’ out of a 
machine in 5 minutes! 

I can picture the economic rational- 


ists standing in a paddock with the 
cows, telling them to grow faster, 
showing them graphs and printouts, 
indicating that turn around times are 
too long! 

Connolly did not want to down- 
grade their product, but were being 
put under economic pressure by a 
contract seat manufacturer, who had 
gained control of a large share of the 
market supplying seats to many of the 
new car manufacturers. 

The Connolly business is now trad- 
ing as C.B. Leather Ltd and is not 
supplying any leather as original 
equipment to car manufacturers, ex- 
cept for special orders and show cars. 
They are back to their origins produc- 
ing for the trimming, upholstery and 
luggage trades. 

I warned you at the start this was 
going to be a long story! 

The good news for those needing 
new hide is that they will produce 
leather to match your original colour. 

They will also make it by the origi- 
nal process if required. Alan & Marie’s 
1952 leather can be reproduced with 
the Chrome Re-Tan process (also 
called Hard Antique) or can be colour 
matched and made with the current 


Autolux finish. Remember all batches 
of hide vary marginally in colour so it 
is best to get all of one’s requirements 
from the same batch. 

As with any specialised product the 
lower the volume the greater the cost, 
but in restoration the first step is to 
get the right product or part, as the 
labour is generally the largest compo- 
nent of expenditure. 

When you consider how many 
manufacturers are offering leather 
seating in their cars these days there 
are a lot of naked cows running 
around, but in my opinion it cannot 
all be first grade hide and it is not 
going to stand the test of time, and 
probably is not intended to. 

For a little amusement, the next 
time someone is telling you about 
their new car and its leather seats ask 
them what is the brand of the leather? 

. silence. Followed by and have you 
treated the leather yet? ... 
ence. 

When I talked to Ben, to the best of 
his knowledge the BMW-built R-R is 
using German leather for its interiors. 
Bentley is also using German leather 
and Aston Martin is using Scottish 
hide, while Jaguar is using Italian 
leather. 

In closing, since I gave my talk on 
leather care to the South Australian 
Branch in February 1998 you should 
have treated your leather twelve times 
with a light dressing of hide food. 

Food for thought! 


more sil- 


Photographs courtesy of Bentley Motors Ltd, Crewe. 
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PRALCCLARVM 


S from the REGISTERS 


Twenty Horsepower 


At the Federal Rally in Melbourne a 
report of the year was given at the annual 
Registrars’ Meeting with the Federal 
President. Up until now, invitations had 
been sent direct to 20 h.p. owners by 
letter. However, the President made the 
point that the preferred method was via 
PRAECLARUM. 

Technical sessions are difficult to run 
as the level of expertise of owners is high 
but varied (as a vast number of owners 
have had these cars for 30 or more 
years) and deciding on depth of content 
is a problem. 

A database of all known 20 h.p. cars in 
Australia has 
photographs of all cars are being collated. 
A list of technical discourses is also being 
prepared. 

A successful weekend was held at 
Wagga Wagga, N.S.W. in March 2003 
with at least one 20 h.p. of each year of 
manufacture attending — see below. 

With 16 Twenties at the Federal 
Concours at Flemington racecourse in 
March 2004, an impromptu and informal 
meeting of 20 h.p. enthusiasts was held at 
lunchtime. About a dozen owners were 
present, some owners unable to attend 
due to judging commitments. It was de- 
cided that a venue will be organised and 


been undertaken and 


advertised for a meeting of 20 hp. 
enthusiasts at future Federal Rallies. 

The 20/25 Technical Session on pre- 
war electrical systems was found to be 
quite interesting & helpful with the details 
on the early generating system included 
(i.e. 20 h.p.). 

Technical Tip: it would appear if the 
dynamo (generator) fails, look first (at 
the fuse — Jim Kelso please note) then at 
the solenoid located in the fuse box, be- 
cause if it fails, full battery voltage is sent 
to the generator when the engine is 
stopped and can burn the dynamo out. 

Owners are encouraged to email or 
‘phone me for technical information. 


Wagga Wagga Weekend 

The Twenty Weekend at Wagga 
Wagga was a success, with at least one 
20 h.p. of each year of the model’s man- 
ufacture attending. | don't believe this has 
happened in Australia ever before. The 
‘slow race’ was conducted in pairs with 


Rick Thege and Rod Hanson being the 
finalists. Rod stalled, giving the win to 
Rick. 

| took various dismantled engine 
pieces to the Tech, Session and discussed 
the changes to the chassis through each 
year of manufacture. The dinner on 
Saturday night was held at the motel with 
David Davis presenting ‘Goshawk’ 
plaques to all the 20 h.p. owners and 
equivalent 40/50 plaques to the three 
Silver Ghost/Phantom owners. Thanks to 
Clare Davis who undertook all the table 
decorations, seating arrangements and 
the other sundry jobs that are required 
to make a success of this function. 

My 20 h.p. saloon had blown an ex- 
haust gasket on a trip to Tumbarumba the 
previous weekend, so was a little fluffy. 

Colin Fell had some niggly electrical 
problems, broke a fan belt and had a slip- 
ping clutch. He decided to still drive 
home. Half way home the engine 
smoothed out as if the vibration damper 
had commenced to operate, and man- 
aged to get to the outskirts of Sydney 
before a headlight bulb broke at 10 p.m., 
so decided to trailer the last 50 km. 

David Jones had generator problems 
on the outskirts of Melbourne but man- 
aged to get home safely. 


Right: | 923/24 Twenty open-drive limousine by Hooper (GAK76) owned by Rod Hanson (Vic.). 


The 20 h.p. participants were Jim 
Kelso and Neil Martin in modern cars, 
and: 

1922 - 42Gl 
(N.S.W.); 

1923 - 75A8 my part-restored roadster 
on display at Tech. Session — | drove it 
there with the mod motor in it. It goes 
like a rocket — eat a W.O. Bentley. Took 
Jim Kelso for a short drive; 

1923 - 83K5 Richard & Mikki Jones 
(N.S.W.); 

1923/24 - GAK76 Rod Hanson (Vic.) 
after 20 year restoration through 
McDermotts; 

1925 - GSK34 David Turner (Vic.); 

1926 - GOK74 George & Fiona Forbes 
(Vic.); 

1926 - GYK47 (George Forbes) driven by 
previous owner Terry Bruce (Vic.); 

1927 - GAJ26 Bob & Bronwyn Clarke 
(A.C.T. Branch); 

1928 - GBMI6 my chassis on display at 
Tech Session; 

1928 - GKM60 David & Diana Jones 
(Vic.); 

1928 - GXL36 Colin & Davina Fell 
(N.S.W.); 

1929 - GVO2 Rick & Heather Thege 
(Vic.). 


David & Clare Davis 


Bob Clarke, 
Registrar 
Phone 02-6926-1884 
ClarkeRR20hp@aol.com 


3-04 


4317 


Silver Wraith, Silver Dawn & Bentley Mk VI/R-type 


Register Library 

My Annual Report presented at the 
Meeting of Registrars in March in 
Melbourne, which interested members 
can view on the Register Web-site, was a 
brief summary of activities and interest 
shown by members, during the almost 
three years since the formation of this 
Register. It concluded with what | see as 
“difficulties” and “recommendations”. 
These relate mainly to the need to build 
Register Libraries, accessible to all mem- 
bers. 

The Club Technical Registers were 
established by finding a ‘contact person’ 
(the Registrar) for each Register (range 
of models) who was agreeable to re- 
sponding to technical telephone queries. 
Obviously it was necessary for Registrars 
to establish a circle of knowledgeable 
members willing to assist when required. 
In our case this was done with the initial 
Survey, where some 46 members re- 
sponded indicated their level of knowl- 
edge in various areas where expertise is 
needed for maintenance or work on our 
models. 

However, if we are serious about pro- 
viding technical assistance we need to 
provide more than verbal guidance. 
Members should have at least access to 
the relevant Rolls-Royce publication 
before undertaking any maintenance or 
repair. 

Right from the beginning | indicated 
through this column the need to build a 
library of literature relevant to our mod- 
els and bibliographies of the many articles 
published over the years in the variety of 
journals. Ideally, all this should be access- 
ible to members via Branch Librarians. 

Not an insignificant task and it has not 
been self-perpetuating, but it is important 
that we make a start. 

Following is a summary of the con- 
tents of relevant publications, and rec- 
ommendations for action. 


Rolls-Royce Publications, Car Handbooks 

Often overlooked for technical guid- 
ance, but well worth consulting as a first 
step. 


Service Manual: TSD2292 

A comprehensive book/workshop 
manual covering the Silver Wraith, Silver 
Dawn, Bentley Mk VI and R-type models 
up to the end of their production, with 
some information on the Phantom VI. 


The contents, published late in the life of 
these models seem to reflect actual in- 
service problems, rather than expected 
ones. There is no information on body- 
work. 


Parts Lists 

Separate books are produced for each 
model in the TSD540 to 546 series. They 
list the parts applicable to each model, 
noting various modifications and mostly 
with sufficient illustrations to identify 
parts. Some part numbers have changed 
since the lists were prepared but main 
suppliers seem to recognise them. The 
illustrations are useful for locating parts 
and determine how they are fit together. 
For example, the position of the drip plug 
controlling lubrication to the clutch re- 
lease bearing can be found, and also how 
it can be removed quite simply for peri- 
odic inspection and maintenance (consid- 
ered essential). The books are not 
without error as some parts are omitted 
and some numbers incorrect. 


Service Handbook 

Identical in contents to the Service 
Manual TSD2292, but printed in a small- 
er size, presumably to fit in the glove 
compartment. 


Bentley Mk VI Workshop Manual 

Described as covering the Bentley Mk 
VI and R-type, Silver Dawn and Silver 
Wraith but considered to have been 
issued in 1950 as it does not cover any 
new equipment fitted after chassis num- 
bers: Bentley BIGT, Silver Dawn SDAI 
and Silver Wraith WMElI, and it appears 
to include the company's view of where 
they expected service problems, rather 
than where they actually arose. 

Useful, as it covers some operations in 
more detail than TSD2292, and unique in 
that it contains some information on the 
Mk VI/Silver Dawn standard steel bodies. 


Service Bulletins: Silver Dawn TSD550 
and Mk VI/R-type TSD552 

These are information sheets, which 
were issued to retailers and service 
depdts, to make them aware of changes 
introduced during production and checks 
needed following the Company's analysis 
of in-service failures. 

In theory the Mk VI Workshop Manual 
plus the Service Bulletins should equal 
the Service Manual. The Bulletins are 


quite descriptive and will add to the 
understanding of your model. 

The above information was extracted 
from an analysis by Mike Kendrick, 
Technical Advisor to the R.R.E.C. Mk VI 
and Silver Wraith Register. 

Reprints of all above publications, ex- 
cept the small Service Handbook, are 
available through the R.R.E.C. and else- 
where. 


Other Literature, and Indexes 

Since the inception of the various 
Rolls-Royce Owners’ Clubs, members 
have been keen to record how they have 
completed a task. Hence there is a 
wealth of technical guidance in member 
articles in Club publications and fortu- 
nately, both the R.R.E.C. (U.K.) and the 
R.R.O.C. Inc. (U.S.A.) have prepared 
Indexes and reprinted much in book 
form. 


R.R.E.C. (U.K.) 

This Club maintains three 
Consolidated Indexes of articles that 
have appeared in their bi-monthly Bulletin, 
viz.: Technical, Historical and Photograph. 

Edited versions of all technical articles 
are published in the Club’s Technical 
Manuals. Five of these large useful books 
had been produced for articles up to 
1999 and contain a wealth of information 
for owners wishing to carry out a range 
of tasks from rebuilding to minor maint- 
enance. All are available for purchase. 


R.R.O.C. Inc. (U.S.A.) 

This Club recently published a new 
Flying Lady Index, which is available on 
CD. It contains six Indexes from 1984 to 
2002-3, viz: Bazaar, Book Reviews, 
General Articles, General/Technical 
Articles (Combined), Picture by Chassis 
Number and Technical Articles. 

An Index of the technical articles re- 
lating to this Register has been extracted 
and placed on this Register’s Web Site. 


R.R.O.C. of Australia 

Here there is both good news and 
bad. 

The good news is that many useful 
technical articles have been published in 
the various Branch Newsletters, and in 
PRAECLARUM, since the Club’s incep- 
tion in 1956. 

The bad news is that other than some 
indexing of early issues of 
PRAECLARUM, no known Index has 
been prepared for any of these public- 


ations. More importantly, except for 
PRAECLARUM and one’s own Branch 
Newsletter, the other Branch News- 
letters are not readily available to mem- 
bers. 

To my knowledge none of the publica- 
tions are being archived in book form as 
a matter of routine to allow interested 
members to research past 
Further, a survey of each Branch Library’s 
book list in 2001 showed that only 
N.S.W. included any of the above basic 
Rolls-Royce publications, considered 
essential for maintenance and repair. 


issues, 


Action Needed 

If we are serious about ‘building’ 
Technical Registers in this Club, then 
much needs to be done. The above is in- 
tended to clarify needs, and help establish 
priorities. 


Branch Libraries 
As a minimum Club service, all 
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Register members should have access to 
technical instruction for work on their 
model through their Branch Librarian. 
Members wishing to widen their tech- 
nical understanding should be able to 
source appropriate material for study. 

The following priority for acquisition 
is suggested. 

Rolls-Royce publications in the order 
listed above. The first three publications, 
viz.: Car Handbooks, Service Manual — 
TSD 2292 and Parts Lists — TSD 540 to 
546 series (possibly a combined refer- 
ence), are considered a minimum re- 
quirement. In reprinted form the cost of 
these should not be great. R.R.E.C. and 
R.R.O.C. (U.S.A.) Indexes, R.R.E.C. 
Technical Manuals, R.R.O.C. (U.S.A.) 
reprint of Register technical Flying Lady 
articles when reprinted. 


Federal/Branch Action 
Although not a simple task, it would 
be nice to think that planning could be 


PRAECLARVM 


initiated, and work commenced on mak- 
ing bound copies of PRAECLARUM and 
all Branch Newsletters available to mem- 
bers through Branch Librarians, and to 
establish Indexes for each. Planning 
should consider the need to form sepa- 
rate Indexes for articles specifically relat- 
ing to Register model cars. 


Register members 
Hopefully, the above will provide an 
appreciation of the technical information 
that exists relating to your model, and 
provide a guide for Librarians as to 
where such exists, if unable to meet your 
request. It should also assist members 
wishing to build or extend a personal 

library. 

Happy Reading & Good Motoring, 
Lloyd Missen, Registrar 


67 Rembrandt Drive, Middle Cove, 
N.S.W. 2068. ’Phone/Fax 02-9958-283 | 


lloydshirleym@bigpond.com 


ob Pe ¥ . 
a) ARS SILVER GHO 
OF AUSTRA IND NEW ZE 
Gartito Histories ofthe Posi:Wa 
‘ Het, 


4 


‘SILVER GHOSTS OF AUSTRALIA 
AND NEW ZEALAND, Cameo Hist- 
ories of the Post-War cars’ by /an Irwin 
OAM. Published by lan Irwin OAM, PO. Box 
333, Hall, ACT 2618 Hardcover, 456 
pages; copious black & white illustrations. 
ISBN 0 9595525 4 7. $225. 


Reviewed by Barrie Gillings 


This is the follow-up volume to lan 
Irwin’s book on pre-Armistice cars and 
has the same format, style, content and 
quality. The term ‘Post-War’ refers to 
World War I, not more recent wars. In it, 
he has continued his exemplary scholar- 
ship in researching the histories of Silver 


a SILVER GHOSTS 
j D NEW ZEALAND 


Above: Volume One. 


Ghost cars which have had their home in 
Australia or New Zealand (ANZ). 

lan Irwin’s first volume flushed out a 
plethora of new information on early 
cars. The second volume records this 
additional information plus more pictures 
never previously published. This volume 
appends a facsimile of the Rolls-Royce 
Company's 22-page Memoranda on Fitting 
Coachwork...for the confidential information 
to coachbuilders, a source of valuable but 
obscure information. 

There are, as in the previous volume, 
lists of ANZ registration numbers and 
known owners of post-War ANZ Silver 
Ghosts. 

Rolls-Royce produced 6,173 British 


and 1,703 Springfield Silver Ghosts. The 
first volume documented 110 of them. 
This second volume does better, with 
163. 

The survival rate of these ANZ cars is 
remarkable. More than 50% of the for- 
mer, and 70% of the latter have survived, 
and nearly all are still running. 

If you have an interest in the Silver 
Ghost, perhaps contemplating purchase 
of one, or are interested in the early his- 
tory of the Company’s cars, you need at 
least one, and preferably both, of these 
books. They may stick out from your 
bookshelves, and you may have to learn 
chassis number sequences to locate a 
given car, as there is no page index for 
the cars described. This is not a problem 
when the chassis numbers are in numer- 
ical sequence but is a challenge for post- 
1913 cars. For them the reader must be 
familiar with the chassis letter-pair 
sequences, or keep referring to the list in 
the book until she/he knows them by 
heart. It is compulsory education! But 
you will have hours of mental stimulation 
and nostalgia learning about early Rolls- 
Royces and what happened to them. 

A $30 slip-case to accept both vol- 
umes will soon be available. 
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Continued from p.4295 


discuss this and other items, the 
Trustees said that they would be 
pleased to hold our trophies on dis- 
play in the ‘Archive’ of the Foundation 
in Collins Street, Melbourne. The 
Rolls-Royce Owners’ Club of Australia 
or the Foundation now needs a dona- 
tion of a suitable quality glass fronted 
trophy cabinet in order to display all 
our delightful trophies. Is there any 
display cabinet available from our 
members? 


Royce Foundation 


When paying your Club member- 
ship fees The 
Foundation would be especially grate- 
ful if Club members would include a 
little extra as a tax-deductible dona- 
tion to the Foundation. The vital job 
they are doing in the collection, stor- 
age and preservation of all the Royce, 
Rolls-Royce and Bentley memorabilia 
is an important function now and for 
future generations. Our help by way of 


Sir Henry Royce 


Original and unique... 


MASCOTS 


¢ Custom made to client 
specification 


¢ Hand sculpted 


¢ Cast in bronze 
¢ Choice of finishes 
Price on application 


Send design or concept to: 


David Gillings 
Size: Cost per issue: 
(02) 9344 7062 Full Page - $45 | 
Half Page - $253 
david@gillings.com.au Quarter Page - $143 
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contributions would make an impor- 
tant difference. Please be generous. 


Manchester 


I have just received a long and mov- 
ing e-mail (reproduced in this issue with 
pictures — Ed.) from our Honorary Life 
Member and Manchester resident 
Tom Clarke. In it he describes in detail 
all the Centenary Celebrations in 
Manchester. Three days of celebra- 
tions included a visit to Royce’s home, 
memorial unveiling, Midland Hotel 
functions, factory visits. car displays, 
and a fly-past by a wartime Lancaster 
bomber powered by Merlin engines 
built in Manchester. If only we could 
be in two places at once — our Branch 
lunch and Manchester. I will leave it to 
Club members Russell Rolls or David 
Bailie, who were also there, to write 
the full stories for us. 


A special tribute 


In closing I want to return to my 
special tribute to our retiring Editor. 
The spare time he will now have, not 


countries. 


“The Accountant” 
Actual size: 150 m.m. 
(Featured in 
PRAECLARUM April 2004) 


... the ultimate personalised auto accessory. 


PRAECLARVM 
Display Advertising g 

If your business is associated with Rolls-Royce and 
Bentley motor cars, or if you are offering that special 
car for sale, you could benefit from the impact of a 
display advertisement in PRAECLARUM, your Club’s 
national magazine that goes to all members of all 
Branches of the Club Australia-wide, as well as to 
members and subscribers in a number of other 


Your advertisement may be submitted in electronic 
or camera-ready form, or it can be typeset and laid 
out to your requirements on the Club’s computer 
system as a free service. Compare these highly 
competitive and economical GST-inclusive rates (in- 
cluding full colour if required): 


To enquire or book space, please contact: 


40 Queen Street, Croydon, N.S.W. 2132 
’Phone/FAX: 02-9747-2973 
dneely@comcen.com.au 


producing PRAECLARUM, might be 
spent on his two special-bodied cars, 
one of which awaits completion of its 
restoration. A great way to spend re- 
tirement! I do digress, as Martin & 
Manuela are leaving for the U.K. the 
day after handing this edition of our 
magazine to the printers. I know that 
they will both have a great holiday in 
the country of the birthplace of Rolls- 
Royce and Bentley. After their holiday 
they return to continue as Secretary 
and Treasurer of our A.C.T. Branch, 
which by the way is the host of our 
Federal Rally next year. 

Martin, the Club members and I 
thank you most sincerely for a mar- 
vellous job producing our great mag- 
azine over a very long period of time. 
There are years of 
PRAECLARUM magazines in libraries 
around the world as a lasting re- 


twenty-one 


minder of a job well done. 


Yours in motoring, 
Bryan Inder 


David Neely, 
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Cars For Sale 


1913 Silver Ghost (2412) rare London-to- 
Edinburgh model. Perhaps the last original but un- 
restored Veteran chassis jeft in Australia, offering a 
very good opportunity to purchase at $440,000 
o.n.o. Doug Bristow 03-9899-699 | (w) 


1925 Silver Ghost (125AU) Hooper Jandaulette. 
Dark blue/black with beige upholstery. 4-wheel 
brakes. Apparently low-mileage with lovely 7- 
seater coachwork in restored condition. Charming 
example of a Silver Ghost with original English 
coachwork. $245,000 o.n.o. Doug Bristow 
03-9899-699 1 (w) 


4 SS 
vi Re a 
1929 20/25 (GXO42) Martin & King 4-light saloon. 
6-wheel equipped, mascot, chassis cards, some 
books, 40 tools (will not sell separately). Almost 
complete and original, suit restoration. $40,000 
o.n.o. Walter Vears 03-9555-5206 


saloon, the orginal and durable R-R preferred Park 
Ward (C942) coachwork.. Engine and clutch fully 
restored. Matching numbers and complete, includ- 
ing snow chains! Rare single-winged 'B' mascot. Full 
service history last nine years. 97,000 miles. 
$97,500. Donald Eve 02-9489-8319 (‘phone & 
FAX) 


1937 Phantom Ill (3BT3) Binder (Paris) saloon. 
Dismantled for total restoration, chassis and var- 
ious other parts repainted, for assembly. V-12 
ngine grotty but very sound. Heads lifted off by 
hand. Solid tappet conversion. Intenor 80% dis- 
mantied, woodwork in solid oak. 67,000 km. 
$50,000. Lynette White 08-9257-1315 


Cars For Sale 


1951 Bentley Mk VI (B228LJ) Two-tone metallic 
grey with deep red leather. Immaculate, low 
mileage. Complete with all tools, books, etc. 
$42,000. neg, Boyd Rasmussen 07-415 1-4067 


1951 Bentley Mk VI (BIGOMD) metallic Sky Blue 
with dark blue leather upholstery. 4.5 litre, manual 
gearbox, full-flow oil system. Australian delivery 
with export modifications, e.g. oil-bath air cleaner, 
export bumpers and Yale bonnet locks. Original 
radio plus hidden 6-stack CD player, full toolkit, 
original handbook. Professional steering rebuild in 
2003. 112,000 miles. Excellent condition. Third 
owner. $42,000 neg. lan Methven 02-9940-4773 
ian_methven@bigpond.com 


1960 Silver Cloud Il (SVB271) Shell Grey over 
Tudor Grey. U.K. delivery. Overall fair condition. 
Currently registered in Tasmania until January ’05. 
$32,500 neg. Brian Mathews 03-6326-|873 


1953 Bentley R-type (BI52TN) James Young 
saloon. Automatic gearbox, power steering (Ristes, 
fitted 1995). Rare James Young (C.22.11) coach- 
work, 5 inches wider than the standard steel 
saloon. See Rolls-Royce & Bentley: the Crewe Years 
by Martin Bennett p.133 and London & Derby 
(N.S.W. Branch) Nov. 2001. Chassis card notes 
many R-type Continental parts under the lower, 
sloping bonnet. Spare windscreen held. Full service 


history last ten years with recent carburetters and 
engine top overhaul. 197,500 miles and pulling 
strongly. Reg. (N.S.W,) NYX-649 (as for 1953 Earls 
Court Motor Show). $67,500 neg. Donald Eve 
02-9489-83 19 (‘phone & FAX) 


1969 Silver Shadow (DRH6787) HJ. Mulliner, Park 
Ward drophead coupé. Burgundy bare metal re- 
spray, beautiful job. New hood. Reconditioned 
engine and gearbox. New tyres. $85,000 or trade 
either way for 7- or 8-passenger Rolls-Royce or 
Bentley. Allen Curtis 0409-34-6534 


1974 Silver Shadow (SRH19367) white with deep 
red leather and carpets. Attractive, comfortable 
and mechanically A1. Registered. $24,000. Torn 
Johnston 08-8234-5600 


1979 Silver Wraith Il (LRH36157) The only Royal 
Rolls-Royce in Australia, delivered new to HRH 
Princess Margaret in September 1979. Immaculate, 
low mileage. Complete with all tools, books, etc. 
$44,000. neg. Boyd Rasmussen 07-415 1-4067 


1980 Silver Spirt (ASAOI500) Ocean Blue with 
Navy leather piped light blue. Remote central lock- 
ing with immobiliser, |0-stack CD player, standard 
climate control air conditioning, electric everything. 
Immaculate. $39,900 neg. Brian Hallo 08-8277- 
1831 or FAX 08-8277-1361 
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ROLLS-ROYCE OWNERS’ CLUB CLASSIFIE 


D ADVERTISING 


Cars For Sale 


1987 Silver Spirit (ASGI5505) Tudor Red, bone 
interior. Australian delivery. Full sheepskin seat 
covers. Same owner fast 12 years. 66,000 km. 
Registered to 7/04. A superb car in excellent 
condition throughout with Log Book. $85,000. 
R. Meillear 07-3264-63 17 or FAX 07-3264-6216 


1988 Bentley Eight (BEJ23414), Ocean Blue metal- 
lic with dark biue Everflex roof. Magnolia leather 
and walnut interior, carphone, usual Bentley refine- 
ments — electric memory seats, cruise control, 
etc., Full Service History. Excellent condition, al- 
ways garaged, currently at North Ryde, N.S.W. 
$55,000 o.n.o. Martin Mitchell 0414-99-7526 


1991 Bentley Mulsanne S (BSL32658) Light Oyster 
with Tan hide and headlining. Melbourne-delivered 
‘Active Ride’ model. Spendid burr walnut veneered 
dash and picnic tables. All books and service 
records, | 12,000 km. Perfect order. $85,000 o.n.o. 
Alastair Angas 08-8842-2859 


INFORMATION: Classified advertisements must 
be factual and accurate. Persons misrepresenting 


cars, parts or services will be denied further use of 


this space. Ads for cars for sale must include chassis 
number and asking price. Ads may be edited to 
optimise use of available space and to conform to 
a standard format, and may be rejected at the 
discretion of the Editor without discussion. 


Cars Wanted 


Wanted: Rolls-Royce and Bentley motor cars, pre- 
and post-war, any model up to and including Silver 
Clouds and S Series, any condition considered. 
Please contact Ray or lan at The Real Car Co., 
telephone (U.K) +44-1248-602649 or Email: 
mail@realcar.co.uk 


Wanted: Bentley Mk VI, late 1951 or '52, 4.5 litre, 
small boot, standard saloon. Must be in fully 
restored, concours condition with all tools and 
handbook, complete to original specifications. 
Richard Erskine 08-9336-2819 


Parts For Sale 


Six 7.00 x 21 Dunlop tires, two new, four having 
travelled about 2,500 miles; $400 each. Also, six 21 
inch rims in excellent condition; $100 each. 
Suitable for Silver Ghost or New Phantom and 
being sold due to conversion of my car to 23 inch 
wheels. Denis Deasey 0419-37-4688 or Email: 
ddeasey@ozemail.com.au 


Set of 4 wheel trims for Silver Shadow or Spirit, as 
brand new, $1,600. Pair lambswoo! seat covers, 
beige, suit Silver Spirit or Spur with picnic tables, in- 
cludes headrests and armrests, $800. Tony Lee 
07- 5476-0557 or Email tonylee@linkt.co.au 


Rolls-Royce vintage tools: 20 hp, E52106 ring 
spanner, ES55017 C-spanner, 20/25/PIll F6371, 
F6392 double-ended spanners, Pll F51935, 51936 
single-ended; $150 each. Lucas No. 20 oil can; 
$100 o.n.o. Ken King 03-5331-6320 


Bentley Mk VI 1948 4'7/: litre engine, rebuilt | 5,000 
miles ago but block has cracked exhaust valve seat. 
Parts in good condition including head, crankshaft, 
carburetters, etc. Will sell as is or separate. Rob 
Alexander 03-533 !-3527 or 0418-36-6597, email 
mistover2@telstra.com 

Olympic 6.50 x 20 tyre, good tread, plus tube and 
rust band, $125; four Olympic 700 x 20 tyres, 
treads 2 good, 2 fair, plus tubes and rust bands, 
$100 and $75 each; five 20 inch lock-ring type 
rims, dimpled and drilled for R-R pattern 84 
spokes, $200 each; two Dunlop 700 x 21 unused, 
retreaded tyres, $125 each; two brand new (old 
stock) Dunlop 700 x 21 tyres, for donation of 
$150 each to Sir Henry Royce Foundation. Barrie 
Gillings 02-9144-3787, Fax: 02-9440-9159, ernail 
barrie@gillings.com 


PHOTOGRAPHS: Good black & white or colour 
prints showing the lines of the car are suitable. 
‘Front-on' shots cannot be used. For photo return, 
please include stamped addressed envelope. 
DEALERS: Parties dealing in motor cars must, 
where required by law, quote their dealer's licence 
number and comply with all other statutory 
requirements relating to their advertising. 


Parts Wanted 


Fuse holders to suit Silver Cloud Il. Peter Jordan- 
Hill 03-9800-5433 or FAX 03-9800-5466 


Bentley alloy wheels, 15” x 6'/", 
Keith Wherry 02-9356-2199 


1980s type. 


For early (1923) 20 Horsepower: elbow breather 
pipe from crankcase to carburetter, part no. 
E51460A; nickel wheel securing cover and bolt for 
sidemount spare wheel bracket, part no. F51 154A. 
Mark Roberts 08-839 |-2224 (h) 


Literature For Sale 


PRAECLARUM back issues available from the 
Sir Henry Royce Foundation Australia. If you 
require a particular issue to complete your 
collection please let us know and we will see if it is 
available. $5.00 per copy. Please contact David 
Vann 07-3865-3287 or FAX 07-3865-4822 


Phantom Vi owner's handbook, chassis PGH!02 
onwards (1978). Very bood condition. $175 o.n.o. 
Ken King 03-533 1-6320 


Phantom Il handbook (No. VI) original and all 
pages intact including colour diagrams. Cover 
soiled, all gold lettering visible. Inside flyleaf reads: 
“REF/24, AS. Handyside, 1933". To be sold to a 
Club member with correct car for Pll Handbook 
No. VI period. $340 including registered p & p to 
buyer. fricharderskine@msn.com 


Services 


We overhaul: hydraulic accumulators, height 
control valves, and minimum pressure valves for 
Rolls-Royce Silver Shadow, T Series, Comiche etc. 
and Silver Spirit/Spur, Bentley Mulsanne etc. motor 
cars. We have specialised in Rolls-Royce hydraulics 
in the U.K since 1979 and are now established in 
Australia. Our overhauled components are guaran- 
teed for two years, unlimited milage. For example: 
Silver Shadow/Bentley T Series/Corniche/Camargue 
accumulator reconditioning, $295. 

Pleiades Automotive Hydraulics (Australia) 
PO. Box 40, Gayndah, Qld. 4625. 
‘Phone/FAX 07-4161-2512 


COST: Ads are free to non-trade members. Non- 
members are charged $16.50 (inc. GST) for a non- 
commercial ad. of reasonable length. Trade ads at 
commercial rates. Photographs included free of 
charge to non-trade members, $16.50 (inc. GST) 
for others. Where applicable, cheques made 
payable to R.R.O.C. of Australia must accompany 
advertising copy. Send ads to the Editor at: 


40 Queen Street, Croydon, N.S.W. 2132. Phone: 02-9747-2973. Email: dneely@comcen.com.au 
Deadlines: 21st of January, March, May, July, September, November. 
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ORDER FORM 
Sir Henry Royce Foundation Car Badge, Tie, Watch and Lapel Badge 


The New Foundation Tie (left) is now available for 
purchase. Pure silk in dark green and navy blue 
with woven entwined R-R symbols and the Sir 
Henry Royce Foundation Australia logo with the 
now familiar photograph of Sir Henry Royce at the 
front gate of his home, the wearing of one of these 
ties will identify you as a supporter of the 
Foundation and a person interested in the high 
ideals set by Sir Henry Royce that culminated in the 
production of the best motor car in the world. 
Available at a cost of $80.00 including postage, the 
Foundation tie can be ordered from the office of the 
Foundation. 

This quality tie is an addition to the excellent range 
of quality merchandise that has already been pro- 
duced including the Foundation car badge (right), 
lapel pin and the Foundation watch. 


Please FORWARD ME: 


QU ANTTEY: eisiasancddsstee. weesivencaseveas x Sir Henry Royce Foundation car badge @ $45.00 per badge 
QUANTEY seecsepseonmeyesueremaereerenneesy x Sir Henry Royce Foundation tie @ $80.00 per tie 

QUANTITY se: oneowentvanestesaveveevercontesye x Sir Henry Royce Foundation watch @ $85.00 per watch 
QIANTIEY aceeosecteeeee tereruneeeteee vee: x Sir Henry Royce Foundation lapel badge @ $15.00 per badge 
o My cheque is attached or charge my 

o Visa o Mastercard o Bankcard 

Gr igo | ia ove) cuter eer ere teee tererre concern tertrn crete trcet enter ceroteetrete cere rece ttrrcen ererrc recom crr etree 


EX DPILY: Dat weve, :cesccsssssseszecesccuadeuauensconadeaneaardveeseas 
Naine: Off Cat arrececsesersenecncieratermarer a noenmennda reat 
SS TOTIAUUILEN, cxsvcscsevicsacvausnotstentessdeestvaubantunen ce dedetea edtendivenassasy ches veeyeeesev ees ste? 
My: full miarling address 18vecsesscrerrscecserseveenerervacevneranmmcunreeess 
wervereesets POSLCOUE: sea vseeraeiat needs 


Payment can be made by cheque, money order or Bankcard/Visa/Mastercard. 
Cheques should be made payable to The Sir Henry Royce Foundation Australia. 


Chairman: David C Jones, AO OBE 
Trustees : Malcolm N Johns, LL.B James C Kelso David G Vann 
Business Office: D C Jones, 6th Floor, 615 St Kilda Road, Melbourne. Telephone + 61 3 8517 7342 Facsimile + 61 3 9529 4315 
Email: david.iones @tattersalls.com.au 
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VETERAN VINTAGE & CLASSIC 
VEHICLE INSURANCE 


When it comes to Insurance, 
we’ll take as much care of 
your Rolls-Royce or Bentley 
... aS you do! 


¢ Agreed Value 
¢ Competitive Premiums 
¢ Retention of Wreck 
¢ Repairer of Your Choice 


Includes NRMA Plus benefits with every policy. 


Coverage Throughout Australia 


1800 646 605 


NRMA Insurance Limited ACN 000 016 722 
288 George Street Sydney 2000 


, es Peer. Tn 
1936 PI 
Aerodynamic Coupe 


1937 Type 
» 57 Bugatti 


1932 Lincoin 


Lagonda 


ACHIEVE PERFECTION! 


Henley @ 
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Ornithorhynchus anatinus Platypus 
Ornithorhynchus from Greek ornis ‘bird’, 
rhychos ‘snout’, anatinus Latin ‘like a duck’. 


Your car also has many functions 
and parts for repair. 


TOM JOHNSTON MOTORS 
Pty Ltd 


13 Stirling St. Thebarton S.A. 5031 
Tel. 08 8234 5600, Fax 08 8234 5607 


Hispano Suiza - 
Concours Winner 


Spare tire 
canister 


1932 Figoni- 
Falaschi Saloon 


New 

one piece 
wheel 
disc for 
‘47 - ‘54 
Bentleys 
and Rolis 
Royce 


+ “is 


Choose Lmarr custom wheel discs and spare tire canisters for that “classic look.” 


Add an air of distinction and refinement to your classic 
car with Lmarr precision reproduction wheel discs, and 
side and rear mounted spare tire canisters. 


The convenience of our discs cannot be underestimated: 
* eliminates the lengthy cleaning process 

e helps protect the chassis and brake mechanism 

e comes with everything needed for installation 


Stock discs are available for over sixty makes and models, 


and we can custom produce discs for almost any car. 


We fit wheel sizes 16” to 23”. Spare tire canisters are 
available for Bentley - 18” and Rolls Royce - 18” & 19”. 


LMARR DISK LTD. 


P.O. Box 910, Glen Ellen, CA 95442-0910 USA 
Tel: (707) 938-9347: Fax: (707) 938-3020 
E-Mail: imarr@attglobal.net; Website: www.imarr.com 


SPECIAL _ gummy 
INSURANGE— < “20 e 
FOR SPECIAL . 
VEHICLES 


Shannons Insurance has been insuring veteran, vintage and classic vehicle enthusiasts since 1970 and has developed a 
great insurance package at a very competitive price. 
MM Agreed value. If the car is a total loss you will receive Mi No blame = No excess 

the full sum it is insured for. M@ Laid up cover for vehicles being restored or repaired 
Mi You have the option to choose your own repairer Ml Free windscreen — one per year without excess 


HM In the event of total loss you will have automatic re- M@ Personal belongings and tools up to the value of $400 
tention of the wreck, depending on the policy - Subject to excess 


BHERBHRHBRBRHERHERHE HEHEHE BEEBE RHR HBE RE HBE RE RE eB Ree ee eee ee 
FOR A SPECIAL QUOTE CALL 1300 139 006 www.shannons.com.au 


< r 
oom Jales 


Rolls-Royce and Bentley owners deserve and expect only the highest level of professionalism and 
expertise to be involved with the repair, maintenance and presentation of these famous motor cars. 


At Paradise Garage, we give our customers as much attention as their cars. We listen, when we 
deliver the car to our customer we explain what was wrong and how we fixed the problem. 
We have the credentials and the commitment to support owners and their cars. 


“The owners know us, they know they can rely on us.” 


Call Warrick or Paul to discuss routine maintenance, major overhaul, buying or selling, 
or advice on any aspect of Rolls-Royce and Bentley ownership. 


Messrs Appleby and Booth at Paradise Garage 
Heaven for Cars - Salvation for Car Owners 
25 Dunning Avenue, Rosebery, NSW, 2018 
Tel: 02 9313 7866 Fax: 02 9663 2105 www.paradisegarage.com.au DL: 13746 
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